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In Albion's ozce Jam d Spirit wholly flown ? 
Shall Britons under <worſt of Sloverie groan, 
In Mankiſh Tails immur'd ! 
What ! Shall the Fair, whoſe Right is to be free, 
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And England not reſent the baſe Indignity ! 
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Moſt Honourable GzxnTLEMEN, 


Suat introduce this hum- 
i ble Addreſs, by the moſt 
apt Alluſion I can think of, 
which is, that I have met 
with in my Travels, and beheld with 


equal Admiration and Delight, an ex- 
B panded 


{ 
L 
: 
- 


9 hh > 
* 2 = < + rs = © — ow 2 
2 — — — — — 
- W ww , G wr x... >. 44 
: * - 
vo a ON oY 


=& 
= 


= PSF. =. > 


[ it 


panded F ountain of pure, living Wa- 


ter, ſpringing up inceſſantiy through 


Crevices innumerable. Flowing from 


this Source, it took its way, in a 


huge, unſullied, chriſtal Stream, to 
the indiſpenſible Well-being, and the 
invariable Comfort, of all the Inha- 
bitants of the Land. 

Thus in like manner, You, the au- 
ouſt Aſſembly whom I ſubmiſſively 
Addreſs, are, by Voices next to in- 
numerable, throughout all the Coun- 
ties, Cities, and Boroughs of this 
Realm, ſelected as their precious 
Choice into one awful Body ; for the 
Benefit, Well-governing, and Protec- 
tion of the whole. 

To You, therefore, honoured S1xs, 
we all look up for Redreſs of every 
material Grievance. You it is, who 
frame wholſome Laws for the Happi- 
neſs of Society in general, amend and 
make more effectual ſuch as anſwer 
not fully the Intent, and totally abo- 
liſh thoſe productive of greater Evils 

than Good. Upon You, likewiſe, the 
Dor | People 
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people depend, to remove from them 
all pernicious things, which, by fatal 
Experience are known to operate up- 
on the Body politic, as Conſumption 
in the Body natural, or Canker in 
Fruit-Trees. Now, if any thing of this 
Nature ſhould appear, there is no room 
left to doubt Your Diligence and Per- 
ſeverance in well-doing. 

The Cauſe, Gentlemen, of this 
humble Addfeſs, is, to lay before 
Your Honours, ſome Grievances of a 
moſt ſingular Nature, ſprung up of 
late Years within the ISLE OF MAN. 
And for which, (as all Matters now 
ſtand cireumſtanced) I, by long and 
painful Experience have learned, that 
no final Redreſs can be obtained only 


by Application to You, the Root and 


Foundation of Power. 

The following Caſe, I will be bold 
to ſay, is ſuch, as never yet came be- 
fore a Britiſh Parliament, wherein, I 
preſume it will manifeſtly appear, 
that, not only the Liberty of the Peo- 
ple is ſtrangely invaded, but by an 
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* 
audacious Exertion of aſſumed Power, 
Your own Authority contemptuouſly 
cover-ruled and ſpurned at, by that 
' petty Community of His Majeſty's | 

Subjects. | 

The Council there, are ſtiled the 
twenty-four KEYS of the Iſle ; but 1 
am forward to believe, that, the Ma/- 
zer-Key yet remains in England; and 
therefore, as they (herein) diſpute this 
Point, it may perhaps by diligent 
Search be found, a Door then opened, 
and ſome moſt uſeful Diſcoveries made 
from within. 

I only beg leave to add, that as 
You, already, have given the moſt ſo- 
lid and laſting Proofs of ſteady At- 
tention to the real Intereſt of Your 
Conſtituents and the whole Commu- 
nity, ſo, every freſh and remarkable 
Inſtance of ſo glorious a Work, muſt 
operate powerfully in the Hearts, and 
make yet deeper and deeper Impreſ- 
ſions upon the Minds of a grateful 
People; particularly all ſuch as are 
truly Well-wiſhers to their —_ 

el 


AT] 
their Country, and themſelves. And 


as it ever was, ſo it is, and ever will 


remain an indelible Truth, that thoſe 


who moſt eminently diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves in promoting the public Weal, 
and preſerving inviolate the Liberties 
of the People, beſt deſerve the ho- 
nourable Seat, as long as the Lord 
ſhall ſpare them Breath and Abilities 
to fall it. 

I am, Sins, from a true Spirit of 
Loyalty to the King ; and from the 
moſt ardent Defire for the Glory, 
Safety, and Happineſs of His King- 


doms, 


Honoured GenTLE::tNn, 
Tour Moſt Devoted, 
Moſt Humble, 
And Obedient Servant, 


JouN BALDWIN. 


Advertiſement to the Reader. 


N the Month of June, 1748, I publified 

by way of Introduction, a ſummary Ac. 
count of the PR1ISONER's Oppreſſion in the Iſle 
of Man, together with 4 Sketch of their 
Laws, Powers, and Practices of Court, all 
oppoſite to ſuch Oppreſſion 3 and addreſſed the 
fame to the Right Honourable the Lord 
High Chancellor, (then à Lord of the Re 
gency ;) in anſwer to which, His Lora 
declared, that no one would more willingh 
redreſs a Grievance than he himſelf, but 
that, inſtead of ſuch an Application to him, 
it ought to have been made in a more publi 
way. Whereupon, (having previouſly peti 


tioned the Lord of the Iſle, and then His A. tection 
Jeſty, as ſet forth in that Pamphlet) I was at i arbitr- 
a loſs what further to do. However, in hop" if ry u 
of ſtirring up an effectual Spirit of Enquir) i in bein 
in every Quarter, 1 then undertook and uent I (that ; 
through a Number of perſonal Solicitation, | — an; 
till I had tired myſelf out, in vain ; drau.¶ cas fo 
ing up at the ſame time, an exact State if gency 4 
the Pr1soONER's whole Caſe, and all their Pr | Neu 
ceedings thereon, calculated for, and thi ( 
dedicated to, their Excellencies the Lords of ff Hie, 9 

ſome T 


the Regency; but as I had ſet forth in Fr 
7 


vu |} 
firſt Part, that the ſecond (with a Detail 
of the whale Procedure) would ſpeedily be 
publiſhed s thus, by the Time it was preps 
red, I received @ Letter from the Ile of 
Man, telling me, that an Order was near 
reſolued on, to have my ſaid firſt Complaint 


burned there, by the Hands of the common 


Hangman. 

en again, I received another Letter 
from thence, beſeeching me earneſily, ©* not 
« 60 . the ſecond Part, till 
* ſhe had a Fraſpett of getting out of their 
* Power, or till further Advice; unleſs I 


« was ſure and certain it uould be of very 


5 great Service to the PRISONER, for that ſhe 
« has been kept VERY CLOSE, /ince the 
« firſt appeared.” Hence, we are taught, 
that, inſtead of her Relief, the ſaid Com- 
plaint produced her greater Diſtreſs, ſo as 
to terrify her from laying open their pref” 
ſue Proceedings, or even ſeeking her Pro- 
tection where juſtly due. Finding ſuch an 
arbitrary Spirit of Violence there, and eve- 
ry where Calmneſs here, doubly perplexed, 
in being confined to Time, in a Contrariety, 
(that is, delayed in publiſhing the Grievance 
and His Majeſty expefted Home daily) 1 
was forced to lay that Pamphlet to the Re- 
gency afide. 

Nevertheleſs, as I had ſtedfaſtly reſolved 
(upon various—and material Accounts) to 
ſick to the Cauſe to the very laſt, therefore, in 
ſome Time after His Majeſty's happy Re- 

turn 


ew 
* * 


[ vii } 
turn in the Tear 48, I drew up a ſecond P. 
tition in Behalf of the PRISONER," and pre. 
fered it along with two other Complaints 
againſt her Oppreſſors; in order to have the 
three humble Petitions laid before his Mg 
jeſiy in Council; and, having afterward paid 
my continual Attendance at the Committees 
of Council, a Motion was thereon made in 
Auguſt /aſt; but, as it appeared to be Mat. 
ter of Moment, and other preſſing Afﬀairs 
mntervening, the Conſideration thereof was 
poſt-poned. And upon the 17th Day of laſt 
December, I received as a final Anſfizer, 
that, the Parties aggrieved muſt firſt appeal 
to the Lord of the Iſle. Now, this bein 
the Caſe, here the Hitch lies, (as en 
ſet forth in the firſt Publication) and there. 
fore finding that all, pinned down to that 
Condition, muſt die away, or evaporate like 
the Morning Dew; I have now at laſt, and 
as the laſt 1 Fort, applied for Redreſs in the 
moſt public (and I hope effeftual) Manner 
poſſible. And if this Application is what 
the Right Honourable the Lord High Chan- 
cellor 2 in June 48, Would to Cod, for 
very particular, and no leſs extraordinary 
Reaſons, (abſtracted from theſe Complaints) 
that, I had taken his Lordſhip's Advice, 
without further Loſs of Time. 


LI. 


LIBERTY 
INVADED. 


RT HENEVER a grievous Misfor- 
BREA tune or fad Accident befals a Per- 
bos, the firſt Queſtions generally 

Bart aſk'd, are, who and what the un- 

happy Sufferer is? And therefore 

to gratify that Curioſity natural to moſt Men, 

I am induc'd to give my Patriot Readers, a 

conciſe Account of this oppreſſed Lady, linkt 
to a Chain of Miſeries attending her, the ra- 

ther, as it will lead me Step by Step into the 
Merits of an unparallel'd Caſe, and ſhew how 
(guiltleſs on her Part) ſhe has been ftripp'd in 
| ſe His Majeſty's Dominions, of the Liber- 
0/0 ty inherent and by Law confirm'd to the Sex. 
Firſt then, ſhe is Daughter to Mr. Shep- 

bard,” a Gentleman of the Law, late of Fo- 
merſetſhire, and was left an Orphan, without 

1 Uncle, Aunt, or Brother, though carefully 

L . educated, under the Tuition a diſcreet 


C Grand-. 


5 [ 2 ] * 
Grandmother near Briſtol, known by the 
Name and Title of Madam Hart. When 
grown up to the Years of Maturity, ſhe mar- 
ried Mr. James Fuſtinian Hing ſton; and 
from this Union, I, conſequently muſt treat 
of both, as but legally one, till we find them 
afterwards unlawfully made two of Again. 

The ſaid Mr. Hing ſton was born in Londen, 
genteely educated, paſs d current about Briſal 
as a Gentleman poſleſs'd of 300 J. per Annun, 
and 1000 /. ready Caſh. Hence ſhe imag. 
ned, that her Perſon and Fortune were pru- 
dently diſpoſed of; but ſoon to her Sorrow 
found, that his Income was ſcarce 100 /, 
yearly; that his ready Caſh was all diſperſed, 
and that he had run himſelf conſiderably in 
Debt, by former Profuſion, in Muſick, Dancing, 
Drink and Dreſs; inſomuch, that ſhe had 
the Mortification of ſeeing him arreſted, of 
giving up. at under Value, her (late) Moiety 
of the Family Plate, Jewels, &c. left her by 
her Parents; and likewiſe, to ſee the annual 
Income of her ſaid Husband's Eſtate aſſigned 
over to Fer a ſmart Ballance unſatisfied, ob- 
taining for themſelves, but a ſcanty Allow- 
ance whereon to ſubſiſt. Klin 

Being reduced to this melancholy (Condi 
tion, they went to Feland for Cheapnels 
where, ſhe prevailed on him to take a ſmall 
Country Farm to help their Support, and 1 

t him out of the way of immoderate Drink- 
ing, to.which he is too much addicted; and 
there they remained near five Years, e er the 
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Eſtate was clear, ſne, rubbing through many 
0 Difficulties, which, ever before, ſhe had been 
a a Stranger to; and although ſhe is well known 
1. to be a moſt temperate Perſon herſelf, and as 
id remarkable an Oeconomiſt; yet, ſuch is her 
at farther hard Fate, that Mr. Hing ſton (unexperi- 
m W enced in Farming) fell in Arrears of Rent, 
and at the ſame time (being unuſually pinch'd) 
run up ſome moderate Accounts on Credit, 
among which, the liquid Ones bore a Pro- 
portion. As ſoon as the Engliſb Debts were 
diſcharged, and his Title-Deeds returned him, 
freſh Actions were taken out for theſe new 
Debts in Treland, of which, having juſt Suſ- 
picion, he went directly to the Iſle of Man, 
leaving his afflicted Wife in Want behind 
him, | 
Whereupon ſhe, (in Ireland alſo unmoleſt- 
ed) did, by frequent Solicitations, obtain from 
his Creditors, a Letter of Licence, and three 
Years Time for him to pay his Debts ; which 
Contract being accompliſhed, and his Tenants 
having remitted him about 40/7. to the ſaid 
Ile of Man, ſhe alſo went thither, fluſhed with 
fond Hopes of returning ſpeedily with her 
Huſband, of fitting themſelves down in Com- 
fort, and of ſending a prevalent Meſſenger for 
the only Child ſhe ever had, who all this 
time (pitiable Woman) was detained in the 
Hands of his Nurſe at Hannam near Briftol, 
But to heighten her Grief, ſhe, upon her Ar- 
wal in the ſaid Ifle of Man, was ſoon made 
; and Wroefully ſenſible, that her Huſband had got 
the C 2 xt out 
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out of a Rivulet into a Deluge, French R 

Brandy (by huge Ship Loads) paying no more pe 

than one Penny per Gallon Duty, THERE, th 
in the very Heart of the three Kingdoms. * 

This being the Caſe, Mr. Hing flow, ſome to 


of the Publicans, and his own Man -Servant ge 
(whom he intruſted to keep his Accounts) PL 
tippled heartily at his Expence, who is gene- fut 
rous to a Fault, when warm'd with Liquor, Pu 
and ſo became their eaſy Prey; inſomuch pu 
that ſhe (believing no extravagant Credit ane 
could fo ſuddenly be had for a Stranger, and tod 
at the very Criſis ſhe thought to ſurmount al oth 
Hardſhips) poor Gentlewoman, was une, ſer) 


pectedly plung'd into deeper Diſtreſſes than 
ever; the ſaid Remittance having diſcharged 
but little more than half the Publicans De- 
mands, all run up within the Space of ten 
Months. + Mr. and Mrs. Hing ſton being by 
this Extravagance obliged to wait till more 
Rents 

* From whence, in vaſt Quantities, it is openly di. 
fus'd and continually circulating into the Body on ever 
Side, to the fatal Excluſion of ſo much Br:ti/þ Rum, e- 
ble Freight, Ships, and double the Number of Seamen, 
beſide the Non-employment of thirty different Kinds d 
Artificers ; all Engl, thus * by French and e- 
ther Foreigners, to the manifeſt Prejudice of His Ma- 
ty's Three Kingdoms and Colonies Abroad. 


+ If any one ſhou'd deem theſe Expences to be triflig 
or poſſible to be conſum'd by one, or two, in ſo ſhon: 
time, let him firſt conſider how many hundred Pound 
that Liquor wou'd amount to, if drank here, where et! 
our own Britiſb Rum pavs four and fifty times as mud 
Duty and Charges as French Brandy pays there- 
Brandy, nevertheleſs, excluding Rum as aforeſaid, & 
c. and &c. 5 
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Rents fell due, the Contract in Ireland was un- 
perform 'd and void; upon which his Landlord 
there ſet about running him to an Outlawry. 

In this melancholy Situation, ſhe prevailed 
to have the Servant diſcharged, and us'd all 
gentle Means imaginable with the inveigling 
Publicans and her Huſband, to prevent any 
further Exceſs ; and as this declin'd, ſo did the 
Publicans uſual Fondneſs, who then began to 
put Mr. Hing/lon's Spirits in high Fermentation 


another way, he being twice a Priſoner in Cuſ- 


tody, and twice more frighten'd with two 
other Actions, unexecuted ; the laſt of which 
ſerving as an Auxiliary to an Account, where- 
in was thirty Shillings evident Over-charge ; 
and altho' he was heavily threatned with Con- 
finement, yet he did nat comply, till the Bulk of 
{aid Over- charge was ſtruck off, and then paſs d 
his Obligation for the whole Remainder. 
Being thus, and otherwiſe, often impoſed 


on, and continually alarm'd with the Terrors 


of a Priſon, he quitted the Iſle privately, tho' 
not fraudulently ; having firſt deliver'd up to 
his Creditors, all the Title-Deeds of his Eſ- 
tate as their Security, Nevertheleſs, they (in 
Contempt of many high Authorities) had eight 
ſeveral Actions granted them againſt Hes, the 
innocent Wife, the bitter Sufferer from the Be- 
ginning, and ſeized her in her Lodgings at near 
Eleven at Night,as ſhe was quietly going to Bed. 
Upon this Outrage, ſhe begg'd to ſee her 
Landlerd, and then aſſured him, in the Preſence 
of ſeveral other Creditors, that, ſhe neither be- 
lieved, nor knew, of any premeditated De- 
ſign 
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fign to defraud them; that ſhe had no Ae. 
quaintance before with any Soul in the 
Iſland ; that, ſhe would not deſire to ſtir out 
bf his Doors, but as they ſaw fit; that, all the 
Title- Deeds aforeſaid were in his own Hands; 
and that every ene of the Creditors would be 
honeſtly paid; moreover, that ſhe herſelf 
had' no evil: Intent, nor Power to execute 
it, if ſhe had; and therefore, as they were 
otherwiſe ſecure, beſeeched them not to uſe 
her cruelly, for Profuſion in Punch overflow. 
ing, which ſome of themſelves had encoura- 
ged her Huſband to, and were alſo deep Par- 
takers of; more eſpecially as ſhe, at the very 
time of their Merriment, was reduced to 
great Diſtreſs in another Country: But re- 
gardleſs of all theſe affecting Truths, they diſ- 
patch'd her in Cuſtody a-eroſs the Iſle, and 
barbarouſly committed: her, into. the Body of 

a common Goal k. ft] 
At the next monthly Court, ſhe appear d 
to the firſt Action called, which, by their 
Cuſtom is the laſt Action taken out, and this 
prov'd to be at the Suit of John Farran an 
Jriſhman, encourag'd thereto by the ſeven 
Examples or Actions before him; upon which, 
her Lawyer with the utmoſt Deference, ad- 
dreſs'd the Court in theſe Words, vig. May 
* it pleaſe Your Honour and Worſhips, I 
"Sos LR e humbly 


Such was their inhuman and illegal Violence, that the ear- 
neſt Entreaties of ſeveral Byſtanders could ſcarce reſtrain them 
from' ſending her into an old Caſtle in Ruins and Dirt, in an ad- 
jacent little The, at Eleven at Night, in Wind and heavy Rain 
in the Month of Jan. as if the Landlord's Houſe were not ſtrong 
enough to bo this lone, helpleſs Wife the reſt of that one Night. 


471 


« humbly apprehend it is a Thing impracti- 
« cable, to - impriſon a Native of gland 
c. under Covert Baron, for ber Huſband's 


« Debts, contrary to the General Laus of that . 


Kingdom, which extend to this Iſle as well 
« as to all His Majeſty's Plantations; and I 
i beg Leave alſo to obſerve, that by the A 
« of Settlement of this Iſle - in the 7th of 
t James the Firſt, that my Client's Liberties 
* are ſav'd and reſerv'd, as if ſaĩd Ad had 
* never been made; and therefore I humbly 
* move, that Reference may be had to that 
e ſaving Clauſe, which I have here ready to 
« produce.” He at the ſame time gently 
drawing the Act out of his Pocket, upon 


which the principal Judge ſtarted, and with 


an auſtere Countenance filenc'd him with this 
Laconick, but, ſignificant Sentence, via. Sm, 
you have a particular way of Arguing which 
* no Man elſe has, and I wander at your Af- 
e ſurance, in preſuming to mention what 
* you know has been over-ruled. Here it 
ended, and a Decree againſt her reſolv'd on. 
Now, whether that was a fair Trial, and 
what Authority it is which over-rules the ge- 
neral Acts of a Britiſh. Parliament in Brite 
Dominions, dripping thereby the native Eu- 
gh of their deareſt Privileges, is, moſt duti- 
fully ſubmitted to thoſe to whom it properly 
appertains, "i — 93522 

to Si- 


Her Lawyer, Mr. Gill, being , 


Court, and, in pitiable Terms repreſented her 
| | own 


[8] 
own Grievance and the baſe Impoſttions upd 
her Huſband, whereof, as a Specimen, I beg 
leave to recite one only, which is; that Nine 
Quarts of Punch were drank within the Space 
of three Hours, of which, not even Mr. Hing. 
fon himſelf, either ſaw, knew, or taſted a Drop: 
And this, fix Months before ever ſhe, the 
impriſon'd Wife, arriv'd in that Ifle, and at the 
very time in which ſhe was reduc'd to drink 
Water fix Weeks ſucceſſively in another ſtrange 
Country, namely Ireland; where ſhe then muſt 
haveperiſh'd, had ſhe not made her Caſe known, 
and been afterwards ſupported by the Courteſy 
of her new Acquaintances there, (wonderful 
Cauſe of Action againſt her in the Ie of Man!) 
And therefore, ſhe humbly hoped, that, out 
of Compaſſion, their Honours wou'd not eon- 
demn her, for the above, and ſuch like Extra- 
vagancies in her Abſence, in which ſhe wa 


no way concern'd, nor had Power either to 
eee or remedy ; eſpecially as there had 
| more Money paid thoſe Publicans alre- i 
dy, by her Huſband, than wou'd have plen- IF 
infor 

This being ſet forth, ſhe caus'd his Creditor I 
to produce the Title-Deeds, alledging them to 


conta 
tirely 


tifully ſupported him all the time. 


be good Security; whereupon, the Governot 
view'd them, and declar'd, that, in his Op- 
nion, they were a ſufficient Pledge. Sh: 


then repreſented to the Court, that in Con- 


ſcience they ought to be rely d on as ſuch, parts 
cularly for the Overplus Debts, which they the 


Creditors well knew to be all Extravagance | 
and 


5 


there 
to ur 


open 
(brou 
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and, as to whatever was contracted for her own 
Uſe in any Shape, ſhe, at the ſame titne offer'd 
the Court to pay off to a Farthing, tho' ſhe 


| had no way to perform it, but by ſelling or 


awning her Apparel ; all which ſcandalous 
ruths and Impoſitions upon her Husband on 
their Side, and Abſence, Innocency and Diſ- 
treſs on hers, were uncontradicted; neverthe- 
leſs, both them and her honeſt Propoſals were 


| all alike diſregarded. O lamentable, unprece- 


dented Cauſe of HER Condemnation ! And 
whether ſuch, in a Chriſtian Court, is Law, 
Equity, and Mercy, or, flagrant Oppreſſion, 
and unchriſtian Cruelty, the Reader, I be- 


| lieve, will not be at a loſs to determine. 


Finding the Court reſolved to ſmother her 


| inſurmountable Defence, and deaf to all other 
| reaſonable Arguments; the Priſoner was ad- 
vis'd not to anſwer to any more Actions till 
next Court-Day, purſuant to a cuſtomary 
Right; mean while her Pleadings (pray obſerve) 
vere reduc'd into Writing, and at the next 
Monthly Court ſhe deliver d them in as ſuch, 
| informing the whole Government and Judges 
there aſſembled, that ſhe had nothing further 
to urge in her Defence than what was therein 
| contain'd, and that ſhe reſted her Cauſe in- 
| tirely thereon; upon which it was read in 


open Court, and 1s, from an atteſted Copy 


| (brought with me) verbatim, as followeth ; 
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Peter Quirk, Hugh Quirk, 
James Parr, William Kews- 
ley, Jobn Farran, Iſabell > Complainants, 
Clark, Capt. Tho. Radchffe, 
and William White, - <= 


AND 
Mary Hing lon, Wife of Fames 
Juſtinian Hing flon, - = f Defendant. 


To the Honourable Patrick Lindeſay, Eſq 
Governor and Chancellor of this Ifle, and 
to the reſt of the Worſhipful Officers of the 


ſaid Court of Chancery. 


The Defendant's PLE A. 


cc HE the ſaid Defendant, ſaving to her- 
oy ſelf the Benefit of all and every juſt 
and legal Exception and Objection, that ſhe 
* may or can at any Time hereafter make 
to the above-mention'd Complainants Act. 
* ons of Arreſt, lately iſſued out againſt her 
in the Court of Chancery of this Iſle, and 


* the Proceedings thereon, whereby ſhe hath Þþ 
been arreſted and already impriſon'd two i 


* Months in this Ile. 
* To the faid ſeveral Actions of Arreſt and 


Proceedings thereon, pleadeth, ſheweth, and 


ce faith, 


nts, 


t. 


No 
and 


the 


her- 
juſt 
t ſhe 
nake 
A ti- 

her 

and 
hath 
two 


T and 


, and 


faith, | 


[ 17 ] 
e ſaith, unto the ſaid Court of Chancery of 
« this Iſle, that ſhe is a Native of the County 
« of Somerſet in the Kingdom of Great Bri- 
% tain, and as ſuch, claimeth the Benefit of 


e all and every the Liberties, Privileges and 


* Immunities which ſhe is intitled unto, by 
the Laws and Statutes of that Kingdom 
* whereof ſhe is a Native. And as ſhe is the 
Wife of the ſaid James Juſtinian Hingſton, 
and conſequently, by the Laws of the ſaid 
« Kingdom under Coverture, and as the ge- 
« neral Acts of Parliament, whereon her ſaid 
« Liberty is founded, extend to this and, 
* as well as to any other Part of His Ma- 
« jeſty KING GEORGE's Dominions, ſhe 
e therefore claimeth the Benefit of Protection, 
« by force and virtue of the ſaid general 
“ Laws or Acts of Parliament from being ar- 
* reſted, impriſon'd, or detain'd, during her 
* Coverture, becauſe no ſuch diſpenſing 
e Power was ever granted to this Ifle to de- 


| © prive her of the ſame, 


* She further pleadeth and faith, that as this 


© Iſland is held by Act of Parliament, in which 


* AQ, all and every Perſon or Perſons, Liberties, 
« Privileges, and Immunities were ſaved and 
* reſerved (and this Defendant's Liberty alſo 
* among the reſt) as if ſuch Act had never 


| © been made, ſhe claims the Benefit of that 
| © Saving and Reſervation, and cannot con- 


* celve, how ſhe can, by any Proceeding in the 
* Courts here, be deprived thereof, till it be 


« firſt declar'd and determined by that legiſ- 
D 2 e lative 


[ 12 } 
te lative Body, or their Succeſſors, who made 
ce the ſaid Act, that ſhe is not intituled to a- 
ce ny Liberty, Privilege or Immunity thereby 
« as a Feme under Covert. For ſhe appre- 
* hends that neither this Court, nor all the le. 
&« g1/lative Body of this Iſle, are competent Jud. 
« ges to determine any Point that may ariſe 
&« upon the ſaid Aft of Parliament, or any o- 
« ther the Acts of Parliament, with reſpe& 
te to the aforeſaid Liberty, Privilege, and Im- 
* munity, which ſhe thereby claims as a Na- 
ce tive of Great Britain. 

c For ſhe conceives, ſuch Liberty, if con- 
& teſted, or attempted to be curtail'd, does 
5e properly lie before, and is determinable by, 
* thole very Perſons, or their preſent Succeſ- 
*« ſors, who granted and conferred that Liberty, 
* Privilege and Immunity upon her. Nor 
* does ſhe apprehend, that any Statute Law 
* made or enacted in this Iſle, much leſs a 
* bare Opinion of any Part of the legiſlative 
% Body of this Iſle, is capable of depriving 
* her of her ſaid Liberty, Privilege and Im- 
«© munity ; wnleſs ſuch Part of the legiſlative 
“ Body of this Iſle, undertake by their Opt- 
* non to ſuperſede ſuch Britiſh Acts of Park- 
© ament, as intitle her to that Liberty; which 
te if they ſhou'd attempt to do, ſhe is appre- 
e henſive it wou'd be violating and breaking 
e through that Power which this Ifland 1s 
te now held by, and enjoyed from under the 
© Crown, 


La 


« She 
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5 « She alſo further pleadeth and faith, that 
. te ſhe is well adviſed, that there is no Iſland- 
/ Law in this Ifle, to deprive her of the Li- 
- « berty and Immunity now taken from her 
X e and hereby reclaimed, and ſhe humbly ap- 
2 « prehends, that introducing new Laus, Cuſ- 
ſe * toms or Practices of Court, without the 
5 * Aſſent, Approbation, or Sanction of the 
& Lord of this Iſle, is a great Indignity to his 
n- © Lordſhip; more eſpecially ſuch a Cuſtom 
a WW © as deprives His Majeſty's Subjects of their 
Liberty, contrary to the grand Magna 
n- * Charta of Britain, eſtabliſhed and con- 
es e firm'd, about two hundred Years before 
* the Grant of this Iſle to the Houſe of 
* Stanley, For ſhe is inclin'd to believe, that 
* if ſuch Law or Statute, depriving any of 
His Majeſty's Britiſh Subjects of their an- 
* tient Liberty, was propos d to his Grace 
* the Lord of this Iſle by the twenty-four 
Keys thereof, His Grace wou'd thoroughly 
weigh and conſider the Conſequences that 
might attend ſuch Law or Statute before 
he wou'd ſuffer it to paſs, or give it his 
* Sanction to the Prejudice of his Fellow- 
© Subjects, 
| © And ſhe alſo repreſents to this Honour- 
© able Court, that the ſaid Complainants have 
* ſo little Foundation for arreſting and impri- 
* ſoning her, that the ſaid alledged Debts, 
were all to a Trifle contracted by her ſaid 
\* Huſband before ever ſhe came to this 
Iſland, infomuch, that whatever Debts were 
3 * contracted 


* contracted by herſelf for her own particu- 
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cc 
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lar Uſe will not exceed Sixpence in the 


Pound upon the whole Sum ſo run up by 
her ſaid Huſband, who being moſt exceed. 


ingly fond of Drink; quite heedleſs of 


Money when warm'd with Liquor, and 


then very eaſily impoſed on; ſome only of the 
faid Complainants, taking Advantage of hi 
Weakneſs, ſuffer'd him extravagantly to 

call for Drink, of which they were often iſ 
deep Partakers of themſelves, by which 
Means about two Thirds at leaſt, of al 
the faid Debts were contracted in Liquor: 


All which, Sc. can fully be made appear, 


« And as her ſaid Huſband hath now the 
Power of preventing any Remittances be- 
ing ſent her, and hath not really ſent h« FF 
any even to ſubſiſt her, ſince his Departure; 
ſhe conceives it à thing not only contra) 
to the Laws of Nature in general, but all 
to the Laws of that Kingdom where ji 
claims the Benefit as aforeſaid, to detain he: joi 
here in a ſtrange Country where ſhe mai 
ſtarve for his Debts; and notwithſtanding 
&« ſhe is not thereunto liable by Law as afore- 
faid, yet ſhe is ready and willing, as ſoon 
as it is in her Power to make Reſtitution 
for every of their Demands that will ap- 
=_ to be juſt; but then by her Detentia 

ere, ſhe is render d incapable of executing 
her ſaid fair and honeſt Deſigns: And a 
the faid Complainants have the Title-Deed 


t of her ſaid Huſband's Eſtate, which = 4 
= 


I F 


ntion 
uting 
nd 8 
Need 
you'd 


* þ 


Is |; 
« by any other Perſons but the ſaid Com- 


« plainants, be look'd upon as ample Secu- 


« rity for their reſpective Debts, ſhe prays 
| « that if the ſaid Complainants will not con- 
| © ſent to diſcharge her, upon their holding 
| © the faid Title-Deeds as Security, that Your 
Honour and Worſhips would be pleaſed to 
| « diſmiſs their ſaid ſeveral Actions, and to ſet 
& her at Li , otherwiſe, that this her Plea 
may be recorded with the ſaid Actions. 


Caſtle Ruſhen, the Second 
Day of April, 1747. 


Extra, per me, 
Jobn Quaile Comp. & Cuſt. Rotul. 


Theſe Pleadings being read, the Plaintiffs 


Lawyer, in oppoſition thereto, exhibited a 


Record, term'd, A Solution of the Deemſters 
and Keys; a true Copy whereof will ſoon 
appear. All Parties being then preſent, Iflue 
joined, and every Thing they had to offer 
being read, deliver'd in, and pleaded on both 
Sides, twas expected the Court wou'd cer- 
tainly either diſmiſs the Actions, or grant De- 
erees; nevertheleſs, not a Word pro or con, 
tranſpired for a conſiderable Time, till Silence 
at laſt was broke by calling and trying another 
Cauſe. | 
Ihe Court being adjourn'd, and re-affem- 
bled early in the Afternoon, both Parties at- 


_ tended, expecting every Moment to hear their 
Refult; 


e 


— 


- 
- 


"T 
* 
+8 

T4 

of 
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Reſult; and, having waited impatiently til 
juſt Night, the Court broke up without utter. 
ing one Word concerning them, upon which, 
all the Complainants journeyed home doubly 
in the dark, to their great Surpriſc. 
Now here it may well be imagin'd, that, 
theſe her fundamental Pleadings being then 
become a Record of Court, wou'd have cau- 
ſed that Court to let Things reſt as they 
were till they had reſolved what to do; or, 
much rather, that ſhe the innocent Wife 
ſhou'd have reaſonable Indulgence ſhewn her 
till then; yet, notwithſtanding all Protection 
| pleaded therein, quite the Reverſe was in. 
Rantly put in Execution; the which, for Bre- 
vity Sake, I had near reſolved to paſs over, 
but, upon this unexampled Occafion, where 
Britiſh Liberty is fo attack'd, a Recital | 
therefore hope, will readily be excus'd. 
Here then I am to obſerve, that the Wife 
of a reſpenſible Native, did in the Beginning 
take Pity of Innocency in Diſtreſs, and pre- 
vail'd on her Huſband and another Inhabitant 
to become bound for Mrs, Hingſton's Appear 
ance when called. Accordingly they apply 
to the Conſtable of the Caſtle (a humane Per- 
ſon) who, of himſelf, kindly took Bail, tho 
he did it with Fear and Anxiety of Mind. 
This being effected, her female {Mank) 
Friend, provided a good Lodging in her ow! 
Houſe, and uſed her in every particular a 
becomes a good Subject and a good Chriſtian; 
where Mrs. Hing ſton continued till the 4 
8 


17 
the deliver'd in her written Plea; and as the 
Court upon its Appearance broke up that 
Noon and Night, quite mute in reference to 
her as aforeſaid (altho' they had brought on 
her Cauſe the very firſt, ſo many being con- 
cern'd, and Numbers out of Curioſity attend» 
ing the Innovation) ſo, ſhe, with the Plain- 
tifs, &c. were all retiring in Diſcontent, but 
cer ſhe got out, was ſuddenly ſtopp'd, or- 
der'd to remain a Priſoner in the Caſtle, and 
found herſelf quickly lock'd up ; whereupon, 
Application was made to the Conſtable, re- 
ueſting he wou'd permit her to go to her 
odgings, as nothing had been done in her 
Cauſe, and ſhe on the ſame good Bail ſhe had 
been, during the Month paſt; to which he 
anſwered, © that he could not for his Life, 
that he had poſitive Orders to keep her 
« at his Peril, a cloſe Priſoner within the 
“ Caſtle.” 

In conſequence of this Severity, ſhe, poor 
Creature, at the Hazard of her Health and 
Life, was compelled (as the beſt Accommo- 
dation to be had) to fit up alone all Night in 
the Porter's cold Kitchen, upon a damp Floor, 
with broken Windows, without Victuals, 
Drink, good Fire, or any think elſe to keep 
her warm and alive, nor a Poſſibility of get- 
ting the Caſtle Gate open'd, tho' ſhe had pe- 
riſhed on the Spot; thus, inſtead of Lenity, 
hath this free-born Briton been uſed there in 
the Ne of Man, as, I am poſitive, an Alge- 
ine Wife wou'd not be in England. 
| | E Next 
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Next Morning one of the worſhipful t 
Decmfters or Judges was apply'd to, repre. v 
ſenting this bitter Treatment to one of His tl 
Majeſty's Engliſh Subjects unaccus d of Crime, te 


and free from Debt; to which he anſwer'd, ol 
* *twas very hard,” and walked off; ſhe fr 
then immediately petition'd the Governor, C 
which Petition was prefer'd to his Honour the If 
Day following, viz. on the 4th of April, 1747, of 
wherein is a brief Recapitulation of her Caſe, m 
and what was tranſacted in Court but two ge 
Days before ; namely, that her Plea, and the Cu 
ſaid Solution were deliver'd in before his be 


Honour, Iflue join'd, all Pleadings on both wi 
Sides at an end, ſo that nothing remain'd but 
udgment to be given; and that ſhe thought 
it ſtrange to be ſo confin'd, at leaſt till Sen- 
tence was pronounc'd againſt her, Fc. Then 
follows the Prayer of ſaid Petition, which, I 
intreat the Reader to recollect when cited 
hereafter, being in theſe Words, viz. © And 
*© therefore your Petitioner humbly prays, that 
* your Honour will be pleaſed to proceed 
* to Judgment, or elſe, that your Petitioner 
* may be diſcharged from miſerable Confine- 
% ment,” But this Petition was totally dif- 
regarded, and ſhe held in a deplorable Con- 
dition till farther Pleaſure. _ 

Mrs, Hing//on being thus immured, in Su- 
pence, ſhe expected for certain, that the next i 
Court-Day would determine her Doom, it 
being the fourth (and ought to be the laſt) 
from the Commencement of the Cauſe; = 


TC 


I beg leave to remark, as a Wonder perhaps, 
that there is one Law in the Je of Man, 
well worthy the Imitation of all Europe, and 
that is, to cut ſhort the long ſpun Thread of 
ten, fifteen, twenty Years vexatious and ruin- 
ous Law-ſuits, by a poſitive determinate Time, 
from the Inſtitution, to the final Deciſion of all 
Cauſes; for, by the Law and Cuſtom of that 
Iſle, all Chancery Suits, Civil Bills or Actions 
of Debt whatſoever, are conſtantly deter- 
min'd in two, three, or four Months at lon- 
geſt : Yet this moſt ſalutary Law, this conſtant 
Cuſtom of their Iſle, was, in this Caſe, ſtrain'd 
beyond its Limits ; for, at the Approach of this 
wiſh'd- for Court, the Priſoner found it was to 
be adjourn'd yet another Month longer. 

Upon which, e'er the uſual Day arriv'd, 
ſhe, on the zoth of April, inſtantly petition'd 
the Governor a ſecond Time, reciting all 
Things material in the laſt ; and further, that 
all Parties at the preceding Court, did then 
ſtand Trial ; that no one requeſted a longer 
Day ; that her Health and Life were in Dan- 
ger, pinn'd down to an intolerable Dungeon 
for one of her Sort and Sex, tenderly brought 
up; and that ſhe had not a Penny to ſubfiſt 
her, nor Power to get one ; but was in Danger 
of being ſtarv'd to Death in a ſtrange Land; 


yet ſtill, that ſhe had unqueſtionable, native 


Bail, Inhabitants of the ſame Town, poſleſs'd 

of Houſes and Lands, who (in Chriſtian Com- 

pathon) were ready to become bound for her 

Huſband's Debts, 88 her Non- Appearance 
© 2 


at 
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at any Hour ſhe was called; and therefore, if 
their Monthly Court was poſt-pon'd for two 
Months, ſhe pray'd that His Honour wou'd 
be graciouſly pleaſed, either, to direct that 
ſach ſufficient Bail ſhou'd be taken for her 
Surrender, or elſe, to order thoſe who de- 
priv'd her of her Liberty to ſupply her with 
the Neceſſaries of Life; but theſe her moſt rea- 
ſonable Petitions were no more regarded, than 
if a condemn'd Murderer had requeſted to be 
ſet looſe ; inſomuch, that if ſhe had not been 
afterward ſupported by the Charity of refi- 
dent Strangers, ſhe muſt have innocently pe- 
riſh'd in Priſon. 

And all the Conſolation the ſaid Petitions 
procur'd for her, was, (near a Month after- 
ward) to be ſerv'd with an Order to do that, 
which had been fully and finally perform'd 
before the Honourable Court about two 
Months before; as by the Proceedings, and 
the Order will evidently appear ; which Or- 
der, they have annext to her aforefaid Plead- 
ings, dated it the fame Date, and 1s in the 
Words following. 


« At a Chancery-Court holden at Caſtle Ru- 
en the 2d of April, 1747. 


ef HIS Plea being prefer'd to the Court 
” by the aforenamed Mary Hing ſton, 
in Bar to her being a Party to the ſeveral 
* Actions commenc'd and depending in this 
Court againſt her Huſband and herſelf by 

„THEIR 


[211 8 
4 THEIR Creditors in this Ie; the fame is 
« order'd to be argued the next Court- Day, 
« whereof SHE is to give the Creditors due 
« and timely Notice for their Appearance pre- 
« par'd to anſwer it, 997 | 

P. Lindeſay. 


« Extra per me, 25 


« Jobn Quaile, Comp. & Cuſt. Rotul.“ 


If ill it becomes me to ſay it, much worſe 
it becomes a Court of Equity to incert a known 
Untruth, and make it a Rule of Court in or- 
der to put a (feint) Gloſs upon the Proceed- 
ings, their Creditors, ſay they, when at 
the ſame Time they all knew well, that SHE 
had no Hand in it; firſt, becauſe all, to a 
trifle, was contracted and ſwallowed before 
ever ſhe came to the Iſland: Secondly, When 
ſhe did arrive, it was not upon hers, but ab- 
ſolutely upon his Credit the Remainder was 
had: Thirdly, Whatever ſhe had or made uſe 
of herſelf for Food, Raiment, or any Thing, 
Ihe offered (not in Law, but in Conſcience) 
0 pay off to a Farthing ; all which undenia- 
le Facts, leave not even a ſandy Foundation, 
o ſupport that Record as Truth. 

Now, what the Meaning or Drift of this 
Order was, ſeems ſomething odd, becauſe the. 
Leſpondents or Plaintiffs, had already deliver'd 
their ultimate Anſwers along with the So- 
tion aforeſaid, wherein is comprehended, all 
e Pretence, Glimmerings, and Shadow of 

Law, 
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Law, which they cou'd poſſibly produce tg 
colour their Actions againſt her: And as ty 
the Priſoner arguing her Plea, (with great 
Submiſſion to the Honourable Court) it looks 
a little like Drollery, beeauſe. ſhe informed 
them—over—and over—and over again, that 
her ſaid Plea was its own Argument, and that 
ſhe had not a Word more to ſay ; beſide, if 
it was neceſſary for her to argue it, (as it i; 
not,) her Lawyer dared not touch one of the 
tender, or eſſential Points; he being before, 
wonderfully filenc'd, when he had Honeſty, 
and Spirit enough to attempt it. 
Therefore, unleſs the Court had a Mind 
that he ſhou'd amuſe them with {ome Power 
in the Moon, . whoſe Authority they were to 
pay ſome Regard to, but not to the origing 
Grants, nor, ſacred Reſervations, of any King 
or Parliaments of Great Britain, I know na 
what elſe the Order can mean; particularly 
becauſe, all the Laws, Records, written Pleas 
and verbal Arguments on eyery Side, were, 
about two Months before, delivered in, and 
all, all, by each Party, finally reſted thereon; 
and alſo that, in the Prifoner's ſaid Plea, the 
ſtrenuouſly inſiſts upon THREE fundamen- 
tal Points, claiming each Time the Benefit d 
the Protection of England, in virtue of them, 
telling them at laſt (therein,) that if the 
ſtript ber of ber Britiſh Liberty, it uon d it 
violating and breaking through that very Pow 
er which even the Mand itſelf, is now held ij 
and enjoyed from under the Grown ; and thu 


nothin! 
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nothing remain'd for the Court, but for them 
to determine which they wou'd pay the great- 
eſt Regard to, that Power, or the Deemſters 
Opinion. N 
Nevertheleſs, ſhe, when the Time came, 
paid Obedience to the ſaid Order, (tho' lock d 
up in Want.) Mean while, this ſecond Month- 
ly Court being ſkipt over, I myſelf went to 
their Rock of the Law, and when I had 
mildly reaſoned with him to no Purpoſe, I 
then told him, they had no Ifland Statute to 
confine the Priſoner ; and that if they had, 
the Refuſal of good Bail was diametrically op- 
polite to an ancient, explicit, and poſitive 
Law of their own, (which two aſſerted Points 
will hereafter appear) and therefore, that ſuch 
an illegal—and quite unneceflary Impriſon- 
ment, could be ſtil'd nothing elſe than baſe 
Oppreſſion; that I intended to ſet out ſpeedi- 
ly for London, and that I wou'd repreſent to 
the Government of Great Britain, how, and 
in what Manner, @ guiltleſs Native of Eng- 
land is ftiript of ber Liberty in the Iſie of Man; 
adding, that they wou'd ſoon be called to an 
Account, for this, and other Oppreſſions im- 
pos'd on their Fellow-Subje&s, contrary to the 
general Laws of England in force among/t 
them, and contrary alſo, to the eſtabliſh'd 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Ifle ; at which he 
caſt a moſt contemptible' Eye upon me, ſe- 
conded by ſaying, HUTT, do your beſt 
* and your worſt, we ſtand in Defiance of 
* all you can ſay, or do,” 


In 
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In a few Days after, I accordingly ſet 
out for London, and upon the Eleventh of 
June 1747, I waited on the Right Honourable 
the EARL OF CHESTERFIELD, then one 
of the principal Secretaries of State; and tho 
ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction were at his Le- 
vee, and his Lordſhip juſt going to compli 
ment His Majeſty on the happy Occaſion of 
the Day, nevertheleſs, his Lordſhip honour'd 
me with an Audience, and with the greateſt 
Politeneſs, Courteſy, and Condeſcenſion ima- 
ginable, told me how the Caſe ſtood in refe- 
rence to that petty Government, and what 
was the firſt, and then the ſecond proper 
Steps to be taken, Purſuant to theſe praiſe- 
worthy Inſtructions, I did, four times at pro- 
per Periods, petition, remonſtrate to, and 
perſonally addreſs the Lord of faid Iſle, in 
Behalf of the Priſoner (as well as myſelf) and 
having patiently waited near twelve Months in 
vain, I then very ſeaſonably perform'd to a 
Tittle, my aforeſaid Promiſe of Complaint to 
Higher Powers, but I ſhamefully and ſorrow- 
fully confeſs, that hitherto, the Manks Law- 
yer in regard to his Defiance, is entirely 10 
the Right, and I, in reference to my Threats, 
altogether as much in the wrong. 

Now all the Proceedings hitherto ſet forth 
(within the Iſle) I know of my own Know- 
ledge to be true; likewiſe whatever is hereat- 
ter recited, from the Beginning until May 
1747. In this Poſition remain'd all Things 


till July following, at which Time the Caurt 
n | 


aſſembled 


aſl 


Ten 
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aſſembled and came to a Reſolution indeed, 


as by an authentick Copy thereof, in theſe 
remarkable Words will appear. 


« At a Chancery-Court held at Caſtle Ruſhen, 
* on the 2d Day of July, 1747. 


cc HE within named Mary Hingſton 
6 having had TWO Court-Days allowed 
« her for the arguing this Plea, and ſhe ap- 
e pearing this Day in Court, and offering 
% NOTHING MATERIAL in Support 
* thereof, and the Plaintiffs producing A SO- 
** LUTION of the Deemſters and Keys, bear- 
„ing Date the 8th of May 17 19, IN BAR 
eto this Plea; therefore this Plea is diſmiſſed 
« the Court, and the ſeveral Actions inſtitu- 
© ted againſt her, and now depending in this 
* Court, are ordered to proceed. 


P. Lindeſay.” 


| cannot paſs over this amazing Decree, or 
Rule of Court, without making ſeveral Re- 
marks thereon ; and firſt, they aftirm, ** That 
* Mrs. Hingſton had tuo Court-Days allowed 
* ber to ARGUE her Plea.” —Argue it |—to 
what Purpoſe ?—Her Lawyer, unleſs he de- 
termin'd to have himſelf taken into Cuſtody 
as well as his Client, durſt not argue any one 
eſſential Point in it, ſave only—ber Inability 
Land her Innocence; which cogent Arguments, 
tis plain, are of no Weight with them ; — 
this 


that, on the Approach of next Court - Da) 
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this arbitrary Proceeding of theirs, together with 


the terrifying Step aforeſaid, were the very 

Reaſons why every Thing ſhe had to ſay was th 
reduced into Writing; and thoſe very Rea- fu 
ſons alſo prevail'd on me to tranſcribe it, 0. 


that all might appear in MY Hand- Writing; 
the which I ventur'd to do, and SHE deli — 


ver'd it in as ſuch. 
Again. © SHE age TWO Caurt-Doy C 


—'tis no ſuch Thing—as will manifeſtly ap- 


pear from what follows; and now, the atten. of 
tive Reader will be pleas'd to recollect, that the 
when ſhe firſt preferr d her ſaid Plea, ſhe in- Ch 
form'd the Court, that ſhe had nothing more the 
to urge in her Defence, but reſted her Cauſe WM 
intirely upon it; that her Antagoniſts at the i _ / 
ſame Time deliver'd in alſo their final Objec fi , . 


tions thereto, joined Iſſue, and waited Hou 0 

after Hour, all wiſhing to have the Cauſe in- ” 
ſtantly decided; that, after the Day, which 
they flipt over in Silence and then lockt her A 

up at Night, a Deemſter was complain'd to Mp 
in the Morning ; that ſhe, the very next Day, K 
petition'd the Governor reciting all theſe Par 
ticulars, and prayed earneſtly they would 
either paſs Sentence, or reflore Liberty; and 


ſhe re-petition'd and fervently prayed to tis 
ſame Purpoſe—but in vain. 

From all which it is inconteftibly clex, 
that, inſtead of indulging the Priſoner wit 
TWO Months Time to argue her Plea, as i: 
firm'd, the Court, ſorely againſt her Wi 


took 


3 


took THREE Months Time to ruminate up- 
on it; and indeed, 'twere leſs ſurprizing had 
ſix Months been openly and mildly taken by 
thoſe her Fellow-Subje&s, e er they came to 
ſuch a peremptory, ſuch a dangerous Reſolution, 
which, if *#*#*#*#**##*##*#*##*** cannot fail re- 
bounding with double Force upon themſelves ; 
in the mean time, whether, ſuch a diſingenuous 
Decree, and ſuch Crueltics, needleſs (Manks) 
Cruelties, exercis'd upon a helpleſs Innocent 
of this Realm, are conſiſtent with the Glory 
of England, the Liberty of its People, and 
the Solemnity of an Honourable Court of 
Chancery, (there ſo called) is ſubmitted to 
the Patriot Readers ſerious Conſideration, 
Secondly, they declare thus; “ and fhe ap- 
« pearing this Day and offering NOTHING 
* MATERIAL in Support of her Plea.” In 
this Particular the Priſoner agrees with the 
Court, freely confeſſing that ſhe did fo appear, 
and that ſhe did not offer any Thing in Sup- 
port of her Plea, having only inform'd the 
Court, that ſhe hen, as, at that Day three 
Months, left her ſaid Plea in Writing to be its 
own Support, and that ſhe firſt and laſt, reſt- 
ed her Liberty thereon ; upon which, it was 
inſtantly quaſh'd by an over-ruling Power ;— 
fo, in reality, —or, by Uſurpation ; and where- 
as the ſacred Reſervations of King Henry the 
4th, who firſt gave Sir John Stanly, or them, 
any Authority at all; and likewiſe, the gene- 
ral Laws of Great Britain in Force amongſt 
them, together with the Savings and Reſerva- 
2 tions 


W 

tions of a Britiſb Parliament as aforeſaid (be. 
ing the Mainfprings and Eſſence of her re- 
corded Plea ;) I ſay, whereas all theſe united, 
are not of Strength ſufficient to ſupport them- 
ſelves, it is therefore heartily with'd by vaſt 
Numbers of honeſt, tributary Subjects, on e- 
very Side, that, the auguſt Aſſembly to whom 
theſe Complaints are now made, will, in their 
Wiſdom, find out Arguments“ ſomething 
te material” in Support of her ſaid Plea ; and 
by their Power, prevent for ever more, theſe 
the moſt ſacred and higheſt Authorities of 
this Realm chain'd to the Liberties of the 
People, from being all in the Lump, ſpurn'd 
at, and trampled under Foot, by a Community 
of unprofitable—deſtruttive Subjecls. 

Lajtly, They pronounce this HIGH an 
MIGHTY Sentence vg. And a SOLUTION 
* of the Deemſters and Keys being produc'd in 
% BAR to this her Plea, therefore this Plea 
&« 7s diſmiſſed the Court.” Her fundamental 
Protection, and Pleadings, being thus invert- 
ed, made void, and puff'd out of Court, all 
the Plaintiffs aforeſaid had Decrees granted 
them againſt her. Now, ſince this powerful 
Solution, hath, for above theſe three Years 
paſt, reigned in the /e of Man a triumphant 
Superſedeas of the Reſervations of Kings and 
Parliaments, and the general Laws of Great 
Britain; I ſhall here very ſeaſonably unmask, 
and preſent its fair Face to public View ; pre- 
ſuming it will clearly prove itſelf to be, no 
more than a NAKED OPINION, upon 2 


Query 


cc 
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Query put by a late Governor to the two 
Deemſters, without the leaſt Foundation or 
Authority of Law, either Exgliſß or Manks, to 
ground the ſaid Opinion upon; yet, never- 
theleſs, it ſtands myſteriouſly eftabliſh'd into 
a Statute, for governing the very. People who 
firſt gave them Power to govern themſelves ; 
but is of no Force againſt them the important 
Natives of ſaid Iſle. 

The aforeſaid Query, and this Statute ſprung 
out of it, as taken from a true Copy thereof 
atteſted by the Maſter of the Rolls, the: which 
I brought with me, and have now before me, 


are conceived and penn'd in theſe Words fol- 
lowing, . 


c Libr. Scaccar. 1719. 


LCuaſtle Ruſben, 8th of May 1719. 


6% GENTLEMEN, 


“ Find as I apprehend a Law for the Se- 
* | curity of the People of this Iſland in 
their juſt Demands from Strangers who 
may have ſufficient Effects in another Coun- 
* try, altho they may have none here to an- 

* {wer the ſaid Demands, 
Now I wou'd be refolv'd;, whether any 
* Stranger coming into this Iſle and contract- 
ing Debts here, and ſhou'd happen to go 
* off again, and leave his Family, and not 
return again, and thoſe. Debts remain unſa- 
| « tisfied, 


30 
ce tisfied, and no Effects here to anſwer them, 
© and that they may have an Eſtate or Ef. c 
« fects in another Country, is the Wife under 


© any Reſtraint till Security be given to ſatiſ. 
« fy the ſaid Debts, altho' ſhe be under Co- 


vert Baron? 
« Alex. Horne. 


« To the two Deemſters 
&« of this Iſland, 


e The Deemſters having deſired the Afi. MW « 
t tance and Advice of the twenty-four Key: MW 
* of this Ifland in this Matter, I do require MW « 
te them to conſider with them in reſolving MW « 
« the above Query. „ 
| « Alex. Horne" « 


In Conſequence of this bare Queſtion aſked, MW « * 
here follows their Anſwer—or the Statute- « j 
which repeals and makes void the Protection « ; 
and Coverture of all Enghſh Wives within « - 
their Juriſdiction. « 7 
hs O this we ſay that according to our} « / 
= PRACTICE AND CUSTOM any 


« Perſon or Perſons coming into this Iſland 
* and contracting Debts here, they ought to 
e pay off and diſcharge the ſame before the 
© be permitted to depart the Iſle. If th 
* have any Effects here, they are firſt to | 

ce ſeized for the Payment of thoſe Debts, and Or 


« if they fall ſhort, ſuch Perſon or Perſon t 
F « OUGHT denn 
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Ef- « OUGHT to be confined till they give 
nder « Security to pay the Debt, or otherwiſe 
atil- WW *« ſatisfy the Party; and this extends as well ; 
Co- e to the WIFE as the Huſband, in caſe the f 

« Huſband be out of this Iſland, and not un- | 
orne. WM © der the Juriſdiction of the Laws here: Be- 

* cauſe by the Laws and Cuſtoms of this 

« Iſland, the Wife has a Right as well as the 

* Huſband to bequeath and diſpoſe of half of 

e all the Effects and Chattels they are poſſeſ- 
Afi „ fed of HERE at her Deceaſc, | 


quite WF © Ro. Curghey, Dan. Mylrea, Deem- 
lving WY © Tho. Corlett, * Cha. Moore, ſters. 
“ Dan. Lace, c To". Stevenſon, 
rn. . Fargher, Tho. Stevenſon, 
“% 70". Harriſſon, Nich. Chriſtian, 
aſked, i John Garrett, Tu. Chriſtian, 
tute- © Wm. Tyldefley, James Bankes, 
ection H © Ro. Madrell, © Jobn Oates, 
within © John Chriſtian, © Jobn Wattleworth, 
« Tho, Chriſtian, © Will. Chriſtian, 
% fohn Curghey, © Edam. Corlett, 
4 or Phi. Moore, % James Chriſtian, 
am 
Ifland © Twenty-four Keys, 
ght t0 
re the) 


© « Exa. per me, 


cc John 2yayle, Comp. & Cuſt, Rotul.” 


t to be 
ts, ans On the above Query put by the Governor 
15 1 to the Deemſters; together with the Anſwer 


returned, I make the following Obſervations. 
; Firſt, 
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' Firſt, If the ancient Law which the Go- 


vernor then perus'd, contained in it ſuch an 


odious unreaſonable Clauſe, as to impriſon | 


Wives for their Hufbands Debts, whether 
they were Parties coneern'd in them or not; 
or whether they were, or were not, capable 
of -paying them, ſurely he muſt 'have found 
it out: But what is exceedingly more ſurpri- 
fing, the Queſtion was put to the Deemſters, 
the Judges of the Land, the Men of Law; 
but even they were not able-to diſcloſe it, 
therefore deſired the Aſſiſtance of the twenty- 
four Keys, who, by Order of the Governor, 
you fee, did accordingly aſſiſt them, and yet, 
through all their Retroſpection, it remains un- 
diſcover'd to this Hour. | 
From whence I reaſonably conclude, that 
no ſuch Law was ever enacted ; and agreeable 
to this Concluſion, they only return for An- 
ſwer, not, that ſuch a.Law was at any Time 
ſo and ſo eſtabliſh'd, (which they would, no 
Doubt, if they cou'd ;) nor yet, furniſhing an 
Explanation of a - Clauſe to the Purpoſe, in 
that or any other Statute ; but obſcurely and 
moſt admirably fay, © that according to their 
e Practice and Cuſtom, any Stranger's Wie 
« OUGHT to be confined for her Huſ- 
ce band's Debts; therefore, becauſe it is 
their OPINION it OUGHT to be fo, ſo it 1s 
abſolutely decreed and executed upon this un- 
guilty, unable, Eng/i/b Wife, in open Con- 
tempt of their own eſtabliſh'd Laws, and with 
inſolent Defiance of the general _— - 
rea 
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Great Britain, which protect her throughout 
all its Dominions. 

Secondly, Since Practice and Cuſtom” in 
this Caſe, is all they have to lay hold on, 
ſundry Precedents of ſuch antient and modern 
Uſage, are, for that Reaſon undeniably requi- 
fite, becauſe, Law eftabliſh'd upon Cuſtom 
only, requires that Cuſtom to have been long 


and frequent in Practice; yes, and by the 


Conſent of their Forefathers, even beyond the 
third Generation; elſe Practice and Cuſ- 
* tom is not, nor cou'd not, be then alrea- 
dy eftabliſh'd into Law; moreover, if it was 
their Practice and Cuſtom, the Maſter of the 
Rolls cou'd, from Record, have made it ap- 
pear by Decrees and Impriſonments ground- 
ed thereon; but, ſo rotten is this Founda- 
tion alſo, that never before that identical 
Time, had they one, ſingle, Inſtante, of a 


| Wife being there decreed againſt and impri- 


ſon'd for her Huſband's Debts; therefore how 
they cou'd affirm it to be ** their Practice and 
* Cuſtom,” is very ſurpriſing. 

Nay, their own Records evidence quite 


| the Reverſe, moſt flagrantly againſt themſelves; 


for in or about the Year 1600, an Action was 
brought againſt a Man and his Wife, as now, 


(by the Ignorance of a young Clerk perhaps) 
and to that Action the Wife, only, appear'd ; 
upon which the Court decreed as followeth, 


That ſuch Appearance, as ſhe was under 


Coverture and Subjection to her Huſband, 
was not good in Law, altho” the Debt was 
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« of her own contratting ; and therefore, the 
« Court ordered that the ſaid Action ſhou'{ 
% not be proceeded upon till ſuch Time a; alt 
« the Huſband appear'd.” Thus again, even Da 
in capital Offences, the Huſband forfeits only WW De 
his half, becauſe, ſays the Law, © the Wife the 
ce js under Coverture and Subjection.“ La) 

Theſe being undeniable Facts upon their WW En 
own Records, I aſk them where, in Law, MW fon 
Practice, or Cuſtom, they can find A RE-clea 
QUISITE FOUNDATION, ſafe in every Senſe, hav 
to ground theſe their deliberate Decrees up- ¶ Acc 
on, and juſtify near Three Years (ſhameful) ¶ Dec 
Impriſonment of an innocent Engliſh Wife, WW am 
ſtripping her thereby of the principal or or this 
ly Privilege ſhe enjoy'd under the inviolable and 
Laws of this Realm? Whoever amongi Won 
them is able to lay out this ſure Foun-\fff cree 
dation, and clearly reconcile all thoſe ther den]! 
Statutes, Opinions, Decrees, Acquittals and mie: 
Confinements (unaſſiſted by arbitrary Powe) 


muſt be deeply, very deeply learned in their traor 
Laws. Grou 
Thirdly, When ſhe deliver'd in her writ. perſt 
ten Plea to be made a Record of Court, in- In 
ſtead of an Alarm to proceed cautiouſly on b the I 
dangerous a Point, as openly diſputing het accord 
Engliſh Liberty, it rous'd them up to a what 
with a higher Hand; (in this Inſtance what with! 


ever) becauſe, it was upon this Step beim Expia 
taken by her, that they, unmercifully lock vance, 
her up at Night; as they would a Beaſt i“ Sec 


Pound, as aforeſaid ; but the given Real 
afterward 
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afterward, was, becauſe ſne was under the 
Decree to John Farran, whoſe Action alone, 
was that which was called four Weeks before, 
altho' the Decree lay dormant till that very 
Day and longer; conſequently, this trifling 
Decree of Farran's, was not the Cauſe of 
their Fury againſt her, but, (as againſt her 
Lawyer) for daring to plead the Protection of 
England to them; and ſhe, for this very Rea- 
ſon was kept Four Months a cloſe Priſoner ; 
clearly evinc'd, by that Native of Ireland not 
having deſir d it, nor expected it, upon his 
Account, nor, during that Time, any other 
Decree given againſt her, Nevertheleſs, as I 
am not ſtinted in Latitude, I yield them up 
this Argument, if they make it their Choice, 
and readily join Iſſue with them on their own 
Words, to wit, that ſaid John Farran's De- 
cree was the ſingle Cauſe of her being ſo ſud- 
denly barr'd up, and held Four Months in 
miſerable Confinement. Now therefore, up- 
on this Decree in particular, ſomething ex- 
traordinary occurs, which leads me to the 
Ground-work of theſe their unparallel'd Su- 
perſtructures, vir. 

In the Year 1610, the Governor aſſembled 
the Deemſters and Keys for them to direct 
according to their Laws and Cuſtoms, after 
what Manner Debts contracted by Strangers 
with the Iſlanders, were to be ſatisfied; which 


Explanation then recorded for future Obſer- 


rance, runs thus, © that they, ſhall give good 


" Security not to depart this Iſle till the ſaid 


92 Debts 
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1 
te Debts are fully ſatisfied and diſcharged.” 
Here, pray obſerve, that it is upon this Expla- 
nation of their Laws and Cuſtoms, the late 
Opinion is founded, as appears by the Pream- 
ble to the Governor's Query aforeſaid tallying 
ſo exactly therewith; * a Law (ſays he) for 
* the Security of the People of this Iſland in 
ce their juſt Demands from Strangers.” Now 
fince this is a peculiar Law for the Security of 
thx People of that Iſland only, it may reaſon- 
ably be aſked, how it is juſtifiable by the Let- 
ter of this Law, to caſt an Engliſb Wife into 
Priſon, ſingly at the Suit of ſaid 7% Farran, 
who paid not Lord's Rent, Suit, Services, or 
any Thing? Neither is he a Native, nor even 
a Reſident, but an Iii Papiſt, a petty Pedler, 
a Stranger juſt come there, travelling about 
from Fair to Market ſelling his pedling 


Wares. 


I do not mean by this, a Reflection upon 
him, his Religion, nor his Country, God 
forbid ; but to ſhew, that the Government in 
the Je of Man (of late Years only) entertain 
no Notion of paying any the leaſt Regard, to 
either the Government of Great Britain, or 
the reſerve Liberties of its People; otherwiſe 
they would have ſuffer'd this innocent Victim 
to remain in the ſame ſecure Situation ſhe was 
in, until ſuch Time, at leaſt, as they thought 

roper to grant all the other Decrees in Be- 
half of the Natives, which, from the firſt 
Hour, reſted totally on the Pleaſure of the 


Court ; moreover, where they found out, * 
· 
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the ſaid Law extends to ENGLISH WIVES 
(except in Imagination deſpotick) will, I be- 
ſieve, remain a dead Secret to the End of the 
World; and therefore, from the Face and 
Nature of theſe Circumſtances, and Events, I 
may venture to ſay, that all the good People 
of England will be of Opinion, they have 
conſtrued this Law into what it cannot be, 
and poſitively is not, 

In the next Place, it will appear as clear as 


the Sun, that they have acted in flat Contra- 


diction to what it really is; for, ſays the Law 
very juſtly, ** all Strangers ſhall give good Se- 
* curity not to depart the Iſle till their Debts 
are fully diſcharg'd;” with what Confi- 
dence therefore, cou'd they impriſon this guilt- 
leſs Wife, who owed no Debt; very eſpeci- 
ally, when ſhe at the ſame Time, in Confor- 
mity to their Law, tender'd ſolid Security, 
Native Bail, poſſeſs'd of Houſes and Lands, 
and dwelling within a Bow-Shot of the Caſ- 
tle; who, not only offer'd to become bound 
that ſhe ſhould not depart the Iſle, as the Law 
requires from an actual Debtor, but, to deli- 
ver her bodily into the Caſtle at any Hour 
ſhe was called for, under the Penalty of pay- 
ing the laſt Penny of her Huſband's Debts 
to which actual Offer, and peremptory Refu- 
tal, I was both an Eye and Ear-witneſs ; here 
therefore, where ſome Reſpect to the Crown 
of England, Compaſſion, Equity, Mercy, com- 
mon Humanity called loudeſt tor mild Expli- 
cations of Law, they have wittingly and a- 
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vowedly puniſhed the helpleſs Innocent, for 


lation of the Laws of Britain, and of Man; 
repugnant alſo, to the Law of God and Na- 
tions. 

Fourthly, From what is ſet forth, I pre- 
ſume it may reaſonably be concluded, that 
they have neither Law, Practice, or Cuſtom, 
ſufficient to found this Opinion upon: And it 
is ſtrange indeed, that, after a Recurſion as 
far back as the Year 1610, in Search of Pre- 
cedents, they ſhould take their Authority 
from an Explanation of their Laws and Cul- 
toms then deliver'd in, particularly becauſe, 
thoſe Explainers could not but have had an 
Eye, to the very ſame Caſe in Point, as this; 
which Caſe, but a little before that Time, and 
there in their own ſame Court, was ſolemnly 
determin'd ſo as to forbid any ſuch Proceed- 
ing as the preſent; yes, and altho' the mot 
inflaming Circumſtance attended it, which, 
no doubt, wou'd have excited them to decree 
the Reverſe, that is, againſt the Wife then in 
Queſtion, was it poſſible. All which, evi- 
dently appears by the Decree itſelf in theſe 
few Words aforeſaid, * That alto the Deb! 
« was of the Wife's own CONTRACTING, 
yet, as ſhe was under Coverture and Subjecticn 
to ber Huſband, the Aclion againſt her was not 
e good in Law. Amazing therefore it is, that 
theſe modern Rulers ſhould take upon them, 
not only to over-rule the powerful Pleadings 


inſerted, but to impriſon a Native of * 
or 
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for over-plus Extravagancies run up by her 
Huſband and the anders tbemſelves, at the 
very Time ſhe was famiſhing in another Coun- 
try; which proves, that SHE cou'd not be 
the Contractor of the Debt, tho' condemn'd ; 
as the other Wife was, tho' acquitted. 
Aſtoniſhing likewiſe it is, that they, or 
ſome of them at leaſt, and the Keys, when 
they found the Ifland Law as dead againſt 
them as Law can poſſibly be, that they ſhould 
then break through their own Law alſo, and, 
by their faid Solution, affirm this Proceeding 
to be according to their Practice and Cuſtom, 
tho' no ſuch Doings were known in the Iſle; 
nay, I enquir'd among ſome of the anci- 
ent Women, Natives, who diſavow'd any ſuch 
Practice or Cuſtom, crying out aloud, in my 
own Ears— Hie upon them—Fie upon them. 
And now, as all its cobweb Cloathing 
ſeems to be pretty well bruſhed off, I ſhall 
crete examine whether this NAKED SOLUTION 
nin is of any Validity in it ſelf. To which end 
evi- (whether they have, or have not, this ſuper- 
theſe lative Power) if they pretend that this is a 
Debt Statute, ſince they act by it as ſuch, it will 
ins, be requilite to ſhew, that all the Laws within 
Sion MW the faid e of Man which bind the Natives 
15 nt thereof, are fram'd and enacted much in the 
that fame Manner as thoſe of Great Britain and 
hem, Veland, and are then proclaim'd at the Tine- 
dings wald, on Midſummer-day, upon the open 
gland Top of a curious artificial Mount for that Pur- 
for MW pole; through which indiſpenſible Forms this 
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Solution never paſſed, neither was it ever fo 
publiſh'd ; and therefore, it is not a Statute, 
but a BARE OPINION of a Part of the Le- 
giſlature, without even the Shadow of Law 
to ſupport it, and in the very Teeth of all 
their Laws and Cuſtoms," antient as well as 
— 5 ; 
And therefore I hope, the Government and 
Keys of that Iſle will condeſcend to agree with 
me in this one Point, vig. that unlefs they 
are of Opinion, that all the reſt of his Majeſ- 
ty's Subjects united, are, by many Degrees, of 
lefs Importance than the People of the Ie of 
Man, it is but reaſonable, that a Law to the 
Purpoſe ſhou'd be by them enacted, before 
they ſtrip any more of the King's moſt imme- 
diate Subjects of their antient Rights and Li- 
berties, reconfirm'd, and continued to them 
down to this Time. 

Fifthly, I now proceed to prove a ſtrange 
Thing, vis. That SHE the matchleſs Priſo- 
ner is not even within this obſcure Opinion 
itſelf ; and firſt, the Governor's Query afore- 
faid is clear, and very diſtinctly put; but the 
Anſwer indirect, evaſively dark, and very 
oddly jumbled together ; becauſe, the whole 
of it almoſt, is only telling what OUGHT to 
be done with Perſons (turn'd the Cape of 
Good-Hope perhaps) who privately quitted the 
Iſle in Debt; that is to ſay, in caſe they had 
them ſtill in the Iſle, and had propheſied their 
ſecret Intent to go off; for it appears that the 


Governor's Queſtion is fingly concerning ers 


is 


Wife of a Man actually gone off in Debt; and 


te, they return him as a full Anſwer, that all 
e Perſons who come there and contract Debts 
1W OUGHT to be confined; and then fay, 
all « this extends as well to the Wife as the 


% Huſband” without ſolving the ſtated, par- 
ticular Caſe of ſuch a Wife, as the Query a- 
lone requires, nor yet, mentioning one Word 
ith of a Huſband gone off in Debt, but of one 
hey out of the Iſle, who, as well, might have ne- 
el. ver been in it; fo that the Queſtion yet re- 
„of mains, how, or upon what Terms it is, this 
ef Sentence ſo extends to the Wife? 
the And therefore from the Face and the plain 
fore Import of ſaid Opinion, I (thence) do agree 
me- vith them, as I conceive they muſt with me, 
| Li- that, Women are Perſons, and that Women 
hem can contract Debts, and if this Woman went 
to that Iſle and contracted any Debts there, I, 
ange in their own Stile, readily agree with them, 
iſo. that the Opinion extends to her, alths* ſhe is a 
inion Vie; But in Anſwer to this, © the Priſoner 
fore- is NOT a Perſon or Perſons who came in- 
t the to the Ifle and contracted Debts,” except 
very what ſhe, in the Preſence of her Judges, of- 
fer d to pay off and diſcharge, in Conformity 
to what the Opinion requires of her ; and 
therefore, if the Honourable Court, and her 
Huſband's (for I cannot with Truth fay her) 
Creditors did not think proper to accept of it, 
| ſhe, from that Day forth, remain'd no longer, 
in any Senſe, within the Opinion, 


H Again, 
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Again, Here I need not tranſcribe the 
Query, the curious Reader will recollect, 
te that even Mr. Hing/ton, her Huſband, did 
te not come into the Ifle and contract Debts 
ce there, and then go off again, without leay- 
ce ing Effects or good Security behind him,” 
namely the Deeds of his real Eſtate; and the 
Governor in open Court declared the firſt Day 
as aforeſaid, that, he judg'd them to be ſuffi. 
cient Security; which, if they were not, why 
were they taken as ſuch, and why ſhou d the 
Owner inſiſt upon a hundred Pound Bond for 
their forth- coming, and why ſhou'd the re- 
ſponſible Creditor in whoſe Hands by Conſent 
the Deeds were depoſited, give him ſaid Bond, 
as he did, unleſs all Parties had deem'd them 
of Worth? And therefore, as Mr. Hing fan 
did not quit the Ifle without leaving actual 
Security for his Debt, his Wife (tho' impri- 
ſon'd) is not within the Query and Opinion, 
but in Juſtice, DOUBLY free; Firſt, becauſe 
it hence appears, that ſhe neither is liable to 
Confinement upon her own Account; nor Se- 
condly, upon that of her Huſband's ; conſe- 
quently ought then, to have had her lolt 
Freedom reſtor' d her. 

Having now trac'd out their chaffy Autho- 
rities for this Violation of Law and Liberty, 
I do not ſpare faying, that ſhe this Engl 
free-born Subject, has groan'd near three 
Years in a bare-fac'd State of Slavery, there, 
in the Center and Sight of his Majeſty's three 
Kingdoms; and if the Law of this Realm 

| now 
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now is, that ſuch diſtreſs d, impriſoned. Suffe- 
rers, muſt diſpute, not Debts or trivial Things, 
but their legal Britiſb Privileges, with that 
Government, and that ſaid Law ſhou'd fo re- 
main; then muſt this naked, groundleſs, abo- 
minable Opinion, ſtand as a well founded, 
well made Statute, tho to a Purpoſe, I mean 
the Subverſion of Law and Liberty, which, 
from Time to Time has caus'd ſuch Eſfuſions 
of precious Blood, throughout all theſe Do- 
minions, 

And Laſtly, To have done with this vile 
Opinion, the fingle Reaſon they aſſign why 
their Sentence of Confinement OUGHT to 
extend to an Eng/iſh Wife, Sc. is {uper-ex- 
cellent, eclipſing all the reſt in theſe Words 
following, “ Becauſe (Jay they) by the Laws 
* and Cuſtoms of this land, the Wife has a 
Leight, as well as the Huſband, to bequeath 
* ond diſpoſe of half of all the Effects and 
* Chattles they are poſſeſſed of HERE at her 
Deceaſe; and ſo, becauſe a Manks Wife 
has Power to make ſuch a Bequeſt at her 
Death; hence, therefore, they conclude, that 
an Engliſh Wife muſt pay off her Huſband's 
Debts, during his Life, Now I cannot illuſ- 
trate this abſurd Reaſoning of theirs bet- 
ter than by way of a Catechiſm ; and Note, 
that all the Queſtions are put as by an 
Engliſhman, and every Anſwer returned, as 
by the Government in Man, vis. 

Queſtion the iſt, Enghſhman, Can an En- 
gliſñu Wife during her Coverture, legally ſue 
H 2 or 
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or be ſued in England for her Huſband's 
Debt? Mankſmens Anſwer, No. E:. Has 
an Enghſh Wife Power by Law, over any 
Part of her Huſband's Effects and Chattels 
living or dying a Wife? M. No. E. Is the 
therefore liable to her Huſband's Debts in his 
Life Time? M. Yes. E. What! Though 
ſhe was no way concerned in them herſelf? 
M. Yes. E. What! And altho' ſhe has 
neither Ability to pay, nor Power by Law to 
ſecure them? M. Nevertheleſs yes. E. And 
muſt an Engh/h Wife be impriſon'd for her 
Huſband's peculiar Debts, under all theſe diſ- 
qualifying extraordinary Circumſtances ? M, 
Abſolutely yes. Well, ſo it truly is, and there 
I leave her — tyranniz'd over with open 
Eyes. 

Now, as concerning a Manks, or Ifland 
Wife— 

Queſtion the 1ſt, Engliſhman, Can a Manks 
Wife bequeath one Half of all her Huſband's 
Effects and Chattels (within the Je) to whom- 
ſoever ſhe pleaſe? Mankſmens Anſwer, Yes, 
E. Is ſhe not therefore liable to ſome Part of 
her Huſband's Debts? M. No. E. But is ſhe 
not liable to Debts contracted ſingly by her- 
ſelf? M. No. E. What! Although ſhe 
has Power by Law to pay or ſecure them! 
M. Nevertheleſs No. E. And cannot a 
Manks Wite be confin'd for Debt at any Rate, 
neither for her own, her Huſband's, or both, ſince 
a Moiety of his perſonal Fortune is at her Diſ- 
poſal? M. Indiſpenſably No, E. Pray way 
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M. Becauſe ſhe is under Coverture.. E. And 
is not an Engliſb Wife alſo under Coverture ; 
and her King, yours, and your Lord's King 
and Maſter, and the Protector of you all ? 
M. HUTT, what ſignifies that—'tis NO- 
THING MATERIAL. (Thus, by their ex- 
quiſite Wiſdom and Power unſearchable, they 
have caus'd the Law of both Iſles to imitate 
the Shadows of the Antiſcii's at Noon, which, 
tho' from the ſame Sun, lie different Ways, 
the one, directly oppoſite to the other.) 

This Catechiſm being a true State of the 
Caſe; the antecedent Writings, being the Law; 
and theſe enormous Anſwers, the Reaſons why 
a Native of England has been ſo long ſhut up 
in a ſlaviſh Impriſonment, by her Fellow-Sub- 
jets at home; I therefore leave the World 
to judge, eſpecially all thoſe to whom it ap- 
pertaineth, whether ſome Folks, want not, 
and ought not, to be rarely well catechiz'd. 

Now, with all Submiſſion to the Govern- 
ment and Keys in the /e Man, this Con- 
duct of theirs proceeds not from Ignorance, 
but from abſolute Will ; exemplified ſtrongly 
by the finiſhing Paragraph of the Opinion 
(beginning at, Becauſe) particularly the laſt 
fix Words of all, to wit; © poſeſs'd of HERE 
* at her Deceaſe” ſay they; well knowing, 
ſhe cou'd have no legal Power over any For- 


tune her Huſbaud might be poſſeſs'd of, in 


Britain or Ireland : And yet, upon that, laſt, 
ſingle Paragraph, depends the whole Strength 
of the Opinion ; which quoted Authority of 

2 theirs 
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theirs ſerves not their Juſtification, but infal. 
libly their own Confuſion, as followeth. I 

They inform us, that a Moiety of a Manl/- 0 
man's perſonal Fortune is in the abſolute MW 4 
Diſpoſal of his Wife; and that if he forfeited 8 
his Life and all his worldly Subſtance, yet, tl 
her Moiety cannot be affected thereby as afore- u 
ſaid ; neither can it, nor HER Perſon be dif. 
turbed, even for Debts contracted by herſelf; 
— ſo ſacred is HER Perſon,—and ſo ſecure ; 11 
HER Moiety; and yet, this is the one, the only 
Reaſon they have aſſigned, why an Engl an 
Wife muſt be impriſon'd for HER Hulband' 


Debt, altho' they know ſhe has no Power at i De 
all over any Part of HIS Fortune ; which he! 
therefore, inſtead of being a ſolid Foundation It. 
to build their Solution or Anſwer upon, is of 
the moſt powerful Argument they could have En 
produc'd, to confute, and to overturn, theit mu 
ſham Statute and themſelves altogether. = 

e 


Or in a word; they tell us that a Mani 
Wife has an independent Fortune of her own, gal, 
tho” ſhe cannot be confin'd for her own Debt: el 
And they have given it from under their Prir 
Hands, that for this very Reaſon it is, an 
Engliſh Wife, who has no Fortune at all, Han 
OUGHT to be confin'd for the Debt of he 
Huſband ; and they, you ſee, in virtue of thit 


very Reaſon, have accordingly impriſon'd het, It 
O monſtrous Abſurdity ! And higheſt Com = 
tempt of the Supreme, and all other Auth fen 
rities do 
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Therefore, from this Conclufion of theirs, 
I take Leave to extract another; I do con- 
clude, that the Government in the e of 
Man, are, in Law, Reafon, Equity, common 
Senſe, firmly within the one, or the other, of 
theſe two Propoſitions following ; firſt, they 
unavoidably muſt make it appear, that the 
ſaid Opinion, which they ſo deliberately and 
ſolemnly decreed upon, is a ſufficient Autho- 
rity, impowering Mrs. Hingflon to break 
through the ſtanding Law of theſe Kingdoms, 
and thereby inveſt herſelf with Power over 
her Huſband's Eſtate, in order to pay off thoſe 
Debts of his for which they have impriſon'd 
her, Or, contrariwile, if they are ſentible (as 
it appears they are) that the ſaid Opinion is 
of no more Force or Efficacy to anſwer that 
End than even a blank Scrip of Paper; then 
muſt they, as unavoidably acknowledge, that 
ſuch her Impriſonment, is, and has been from 
the Beginning, altogether prepoſterous, ille- 
gal, unwarrantable, cruel, arbitrary and op- 
prefiive ; and which of the two ſelf-evident 
Principles they chuſe to abide by, 'tis humbly 
hoped by Numbers, that thoſe in whoſe 
Hands the good People of this Realm have 
intruſted their inſeparable Lives and Liberties, 
will ſuddenly compel them to declare. 

It is a well-grounded Maxim, that of two 
unevadable Evils, the leaſt is ever to be cho- 
ſen; and, (tho' bad is the beſt in this Caſe) 


ceſſity muſt be their Choice; and leſt any one 
ſhou'd 


2 0 


N . 
RR Re na 


* 


SI ELM 


7 n — 
2 2 E 2 1. 


„ _ - 
Rh 
22 © * 


* » «Ts — 
* 
LS . 
_—— 
— —- . £- 


[48] 
ſhou'd ſuppoſe I made uſe of too many agoni. 
zing Expreſſions upon this Head, I therefore 
ſhall endeavour to juſtify myſelf, by ſtating a 
ſhort, but very true Caſe on the whole, and 
which, I dare ſay, all the Chriſtian and Ma- 
hometan Commonwealths, Kingdoms and 
Empires of the Univerſe, cannot equal; ſo, 
craving the courteous Reader's Permiſſion of 
a ſhort Repetition or two, alſo, to continue 
the Uſe of the Words Guilt and Innocence, 
as my conciſeſt Way of diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween, one who run up a Debt meerly as a 
Wife, and another Wife who contracted no 
Debt at all : The above Expreſſions being al- 
low'd me, here follows a more wonderful Ab- 
ſurdity than the one juſt cited, namely that, 
te a few, trifling, Publicans, and a Pedlar, ob- 
* tain'd ſolemn Decrees againſt, and near 
e three Years Impriſonment of, an innocent 
« Engliſh Wife in the e of Man; which, 
* their King and Defender (his Majeſty King 
« George, God bleſs him) cou'd not, even 
« againſt a guilty Manks Wife, neither in 
England, nor yet in the ſame Iſle of Man; 
« heighten'd ſtill, by this moſt aggravating 
« Circumſtance linkt to it, that altho' the 
« guilty Manks is able to make Reparation— 
te but the innocent Engliſb not.” —Surely then, 
Guilt and Innocence (by Law, if it is Law) 
were never ſo adverſly circumſtanc'd elſewhere, 
between a mighty Monarch and his loweſt 
Subjects; for thus, no wider Extremes, no 

higher 
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higher Inconſiſtency in Nature, can poſſibly 


exiſt. | 


g a This Prodigy leads me on to requeſt their 
and Worſhips and Keyſhips to ſolve this Queſtion 
Ha- alſo along with the reſt; © that as the Na- 
and « tives of the Je of Man reſiding in Great 
ſo, Britain and Ireland, are, as Liege Subjects, 
of W © intituled to the full Benefit of the Laws of 


nue both Kingdoms, and which, many of them 
nce, enjoy at this Day; therefore why, and for 
be- « what Reaſon it is, the Natives of Great 
as a Britain and Ireland reſiding in the Je of 
| no Bf « Mor, are not equally intituled to the Bene- 
g al- fit of the Laws there ?” of which, at this 
Ab- ¶ Day, both are abſolutely denied. 

Upon this Query, and from their experi- 
ob- enc'd Way of Reaſoning, I ſhall be told by 
neat them, that I have no Regard to Juſtice, that I 
ocent argue like a diſhoneſt Man, that I am labour- 
hich, ing to have their Priſoner diſcharg'd, and this 

King great Impoſition upon them ramm'd down 

even their Throats, Sc. Sc. But I am (as my 

Duty is) mighty anxious to remove all ſuch 

ill grounded Imaginations of intended Fraud, 

and therefore, to this I ſhall give a ſatisfactory 

inſwer, I hope, by aſking them, 4 very ſe- 

rious Queſtion, viz. Whether they, not 


vating 
5” the 
10N— 


7 then, BW: having Power over the Priſoner, for theſe 
Law) liquid Debts wherein ſhe was no way con- 
where, . cern'd, of which, a great Part was tunn'd 
loweſt 


into the Creditors own Bellies, and for 
es, no which they have other undeniable Secu- 
higher rity beſide; is, a greater Hardſhip upon 

I „them, 
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« them, who ſupply not a Man, nor 
Na — a Shilling, _ help ſupport the heayy 
« Charge of Government, and to fight out 
their own Defence; than, many, many, 
e ſuch Inſtances, of Debts more juſtly con- 
* tracted, and that by the Wife herſelf, with- 
© out the Creditors Participation of, nor yet, 
e any additional Security for; are, upon the 
* People of Great Britain and Ireland, whoſe 
Blood and Treaſure it is, ſupports the Go- 
e yernment, and protects every Soul in the 
Ae of Man, in their Religion, Liberties 
e and Properties, without either Care, Trou- 
* ble, or Expence of their own?” Now, 
ſince they are ſo keen at Solutions, when they 
make it evidently appear, under all theſe ” 
markable Circumſtances, of every Kind, an 
of both Sides the Queſtion, that, the Hard- 
ſhip is therefore greateſt on them, then will 
I filently ſubmit to the heavy Cenſures a- 


foreſaid. * It 


e Query appears what it is the People of that 
Iſle 0 — —3 45 I to particularize what it is 
they do perform, by way of grateful Returns for ſuch ineſti- 
mable Bleſſings continued _ e 1 12 

ial Subject to exerciſe my Pen; but, 1 N 
— — preſent Purpoſe, I paſs it over, referring to 
a Propoſal of Reformation, — up mo — 
I ill be, not only a va va 

nn Renal after all ſaid, I have truly at 2 
bur at the ſame Time will diſcharge above Two Millions o 
this Nation's Debt without Injury to any one. And then — 
few Months after, I drew up a —_ ah. wr F uu = 

ded thereon, which (notwi 
— of the ſame kind is fince ſet forward) will, take up- 
— me to ſay, ſtill ſtand the Teſt, as long as Great Britain _ 
an Iſle, ſeparated from the Continent and the 8 Loy = 
And here | thall only ſay by the way, that both, per 115 dach 
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It is highly proper, to inſert one of the 
Decrees againſt this Feme-Covert ; having a 
material Uſe, both here and hereafter to 
make of it ; not that it differs either in Cauſe 
or Subſtance from the other Decrees, but as 
the one will ſerve for all, and ſhew how bare- 
facedly and abſolutely they act, in oppoſition 
to the moſt convincing Evidence which could 
poſſibly come before them; and therefore here 
it is, in theſe almoſt incredible Terms follow- 
ing. At 


Topicks worthy the moſt ſerious Conſideration, now-a-days eſ- 
pecially, when this Realm is ſo deeply ſunk under a bitter Load 
of Debt; which, conſequently, is the Cauſe of every Neceſ- 
ſary of Life (even to the Light of Heaven) being ſo heavily 
tax'd: And hence as naturally ſprings the true Reaſon why the 
Manufacturers of this Kingdom are yromny dropping off and 
wheedled into the Service of our moſt powerful Rivals in Trade. 
Moreover, theſe Particulars manifeſt themſelves to be ſtron 
Inducements to ſmuggle off, and draw hence, the Materials 15 
ter them; all which, if not happily prevented, is a ſure Fore- 
runner of Ruin. I am not, however, ſilly enough to imagine, 
that this in itſelf can ſuddenly extend fo great a length, but, by 
almoſt imperceivable Gradations infeeble us, ſo as at laſt to be- 
come an eaſier prey, to a growing, moſt watchful, ambitious, 
politic, and powerful Neighbour : When Scales are in 
Equilibrio, every Man knows what a ſmall Weight ſinks the 
one; and here it may be a judicious Reflection, the other 
is ever heighten'd in the ſame Proportion. Now as to Redreſs, 
I do humbly apprehend, that, penal Laws without other Ex- 
pedients, will no more prevent this ſore Evil, than the Pre- 
lence of able Phyſicians without Medicines, can remove the Ma- 
lady of a languiſhing Patient. 

And what is more immediately alarming, the moſt valuable 
and neceſſary People for the Defence of theſe Iſland Domini- 
ons, are, for want of Bread at Home, entering by Thouſands 
into the Pay, of thoſe our alſo moſt dangerous 23 render- 
ns them doubly more dangerous to ourſelves ; to which Pitch 
of Power, they already are arriv'd, to an awakening Degree, 
tho' from the laſt Extremity, and at the very Heels of a defini- 
tive Treaty of Peace. I will not preſume to ſay any more on 
this Subject, but that Time 1 bring all Things to Light. 

2 


_ —— + 
Mw ; . 


— a 
#4 A. LE 


——— — — — — 


1 — 


8 ay Pn, - 


: ? = * += - 1 — 
— — — ————ʒßʒ—00 ws rw K ——ͤ—— ũ . > —— — 


— 2 4 


* «4 
* ww 44 - 


=- — 
* * 


— © 
* H5< 


a [ - 
* * — 


"> 


4 
i 


[ 52 ] 


At a Chancery-Court holden at 


Caſtle-Ruſben, Aug. 6. 1747. 


cc James Far, .- CoMPLAINANT, 


AND 


* James Juſtinian Hingſton, 
© and, Mary his Wife. D 


PON hearing this Action in Preſence 

of the Complainant, and of the De- 
fendant Mary (the other Defendant being 
off this Iſle) the Complainant's Demand is 
for Diet, Lodging and other Particulars 
charged by his Bill and exhibited to the 
Court, amounting to the Sum of 3. 165. 21. 
may appear; t the Truth whereof, he made 
Oath in Court, that the ſame is juſtly due 
unto him from the Defendant James, and 
that no Part thereof is paid unto him; there. 
fore the Court doth Order and Decree, 


* that the ſaid Defendant James, forthwith 


pay or Cauſe to be paid unto the Complai- 
nant, the Sum aforeſaid with Coſt of Suit; 
and whereas the Defendant Mary (in ber 
Huſband's Abſence) being confined in Priſon 
upon the above Action; it is further ordered 
by the Court (purſuant to Anſwers given 
by the Deemſters and xxiiii Keys IN POINT 
or Law, to Queries propounded by _ 

ander 
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ander Horn, Eſq; in the Year 1719, then 
« Governor of this Iſle, and recorded in the 
« Exchequer-Book for that Year) that SHE 
« the ſaid Defendant Mary, remain a Priſo- 
e ner until SHE gives in good and ſufficient 
« Security to pay the ſaid Debt, before ſhe 
« depart this Iſle, or otherwiſe ſatisfy the 
« Party therein. 
% P. Lindeſay.” 


In the Courſe of my long Sollicitations, I 
have been told by one (at firſt opening the 
Cafe) that I muſt be miſtaken, as it cou'd not 
be; by another, that it was impoſſible ; by 
others, that ſhe, if impriſon'd, muſt certainly 
be a ſeparate Trader; but when I affirm'd, 
that ſuch was in no Shape the Caſe, nor ever 
alledg'd againſt her, then ſay they, it muſt 
be conformable at leaſt, to the Iſland Laws 
for themſelves; to which I anſwered again in 
the Negative, that, it was vaſtly more oppo- 
ſite to them in particular, than even to the 
Laws of England, or perhaps of any Chriſtian 
Court under the Sun; whereupon it was finally 
objected, that ſomewhat extraordinary which 
I knew not, mult ſtill be the Cauſe, otherwiſe, 
that no ſuch Impriſonment could legally take 
place in theſe Dominions ; but here 1 likewiſe 
afſerted, that to my own Knowledge, nothing 
further was in the Caſe, and that ſhe, never- 


| theleſs, was ſo impriſon'd. 


Now I am inclinable to think, that moſt of 
my Readers, with very good Reaſon, will fay, 
that 
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[ 54 ] 
that no Court of Juſtice in the King's Domi- 
nions, would preſume to decree againſt an 
Engliſh Wife; © that shE remain a Priſoner 
ce until SHE gives in good and ſufficient Secu- 
ce rity to pay ber Huſband's Debt,” unleſs, that 
Court, was certain, that ſhe (by a prior Con- 
tract, or, ſubſequent limited Legacy) had an 
independent Fortune of her own, and that 
they the ſaid Court had taken this arbitrary 
Method to extort it from her ; or elſe, that 
they her Judges were equally certain, that 
the was inveſted with Power over her Huſ- 
band's Eſtate, and had laid that power down 
in their Decrees againſt her as a Foundation 
to ground their Sentence upon. Now, to clear 
up all Manner of Doubt, if any ſuch Plea they 
had, it ſurely wou'd there have appear'd ; but 
I do affirm, that none of theſe Obſtacles, va- 
lid or not valid, were alledg'd or pleaded a- 
gainſt her. 

And, if hereafter, they pretend, to have 
conjectur'd that the Power was in her, then, 
their own Files will, and their own Comp- 
troller and Keeper of the Rolls muſt, riſe up 
in Judgment againſt themſelves, and declare 
that he the ſaid Comptroller himſelf, drew up 
a Power of Attorney, perfected by the ſaid 
James Juſtinian Hingſton, and ſealed with the 
three-legged Seal of Man (i. e. a Leg to kick 
cach Kingdom) which Power of Attorney the 
ſaid Mr. Hing ſion tranſmitted to his Agent, 
and, in virtue of which Power it was, his 


Rents were all collected, and every Shilling 
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remitted to faid Ifle that had been remitted; 
therefore they cou'd not have a ſtronger, a 
more convincing Proof, to know in their own 
Hearts, that the Power was not in HER, but 
in HIM. And now, that likewiſe this Debt, 
is not HERS, but totally HIS, we alſo find 
proved, I hope to their full Satisfaction; for 
this Mr. Parr, is a very juſt Man, and his 
moderate Account and Decree in ſome mea- 
ſure ſhews his Honeſty ; for he affirms to the 
Priſoner's Judges, or whole Government aſ- 
ſembled, that, no Part of the Debt is due 
by HER, ſwearing by the Holy Evangeliſt, 
that, It is juſtly due unto him from the De- 
* fendant James; whereupon they, (as you 
have juſt ſeen) accordingly decree, that he 
the ſaid James ſhou'd forthwith pay, or cauſe 
the ſaid Debt to be paid Hence, it is ob- 
vious to every Man who will not ſtifle his 
Senſes, that they, her ſaid Judges, that Go- 
vernment, muſt be fully and clearly convinc'd, 
that SHE is both innocent of the Debt, and 
abſolutely diſqualified to pay, or ſecure it; 
yet nevertheleſs, they, in their Rule of Court 
aforeſaid, condeſcended to enter it on Record, 
not His, but THEIR Creditors, and at the 
ſame Time condemn'd her to Priſon. 

Nor is their quoted Authority for ſo doing 
leſs wonderful, becauſe, they affirm it to be, 
* purſuant to Anſwers given by the Deemſlers 
* and Keys IN Polxr or Law 70 Queries 
* propounded,”” but, whoever re-examines that 
Anſwer will reſt ſatisfied, that, not a Tittle of 
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any Law, or Point of Law is therein ment}- 
on'd, authorizing this, or any ſuch Impriſon- 
ment, but will find the whole Anſwer to be 
truly this, and this only, © 7hat according to 
« their Practice and Cuſtom, the Wife as well as 
* the Huſband OUGHT o be confined ;”” and 
here, what is worſt of all, there never was 
an Inſtance of any ſuch Practice or Cuſtom 
there before ; but as already ſet forth, is dia- 
metrically oppoſite to both their Laws and 
their Cuſtoms ; nay, the Priſoner not even 
within the groundleſs Opinion itſelf ; and 
therefore, as the Lady of Captain Loui her of 
Ireland has been impriſon'd along with this 
one of Great Britain, and has now alſo loſt 
her Liberty by the powerful Operations of 
ſaid Opinion, I do humbly conceive it is be- 
come a Queſtion of ſome Importance, whe- 
ther, this baſe Opinion ſhall reign an eſta- 
bliſh'd tyrannical Law, to deprive the farr 
Sex of the principal, if not the only legal Pri- 
vilege they enjoy ? 

The firſt Decree iſſued againſt the Enghſb 
Wife, at the Suit of the 1r;/þ Pedlar, is now 
before me, dated 5 March 1746-7, at which 
Time it was her Lawyer was filenc'd for hav- 
ing preſum'd to edge near the Touch-ſtone and 
inſinuate as if ſome Regard was due to the in- 
fuperable Reſervations of a Britiſb Parliament, 
But this Decree to the Manks Publican, over- 
rules her written Plea, there recorded on the 
2d of April following, wherein, all the Pow- 


ers that be, are ſtrenuouſly pleaded as the 
Guardians 
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Guardians of her Liberty; and which Decree 
appears to have been given againſt her, in vir- 
tue of the legal—or deſpotic Anſwer there- 
in recited-; yet, this Decree however, with 
all the reſt, were Time after Time poſtpon'd 
until the 6th of Augu/?, being eighteen Weeks 
after every Individual expected and waited the 
final Reſult of the Court ; from whence it 1s 
manifeſt (and is a palpable Aggravation of 
the Offence, if any Offence it proves to be) 
that they have taken Time ſufficient to inform 
themſelyes of every Thing requiſite, and there- 
fore that, they have deliberately determin'd 
to purſue this Conduct, and to ſtand by it af- 
terwards, 

But were they aſk'd what Kind of Compli- 
ment they imagin'd a certain Perſon wou'd 
long ſince have paid them, was he living ; for 
ſeveral high Affronts to ſupreme Authority, 
Contempt of the general Laws of Great Bri- 
tain, and the general Liberty of its People ; 
who, in his Day, made a mighty Potentate 
tremble for only ſuffering a MEAN Subject of 
England to be huddled into an Inquiſition A- 
broad: I fay was that Community of Sub- 
jects aſked this Queſtion, they could not give 
it a pertinent Anſwer, without being ſenſible 
that they had plunged themſelves into ſuch a 
Labyrinth of deſperate Difficulties, as not to 
be able to diſentangle and reſcue themſelves 
from, and at the ſame Time, be powerfully 
convinc'd of the Mildneſs of our preſent hap- 


py Government: But ſtill, tis preſum'd, that 
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[ 58 
one little Society of impoveriſhing Subjects, 
will not be permitted to oppreſs all the reſt in 
other Reſpects alſo. Was it the general Law 
of the Iſle, theſe Priſoners would never com- 

lain — And from whence they derive the 
— to make, or ſwell up an empty Opi- 
nion into an abſolute Law, a Law which can- 
not affect themſelves, and exterminates the le- 
gal Liberty and Protection of the People who 
delegated to them all the Power they have, 
is a Myſtery we hope they will be ſo good 
to reveal. | 
In reference to Mrs. Hing ſton, one of the 
modern Captives at home, when this Decree 
with all its foregoing Circumſtances are ſeri- 


ouſly conſider'd, and that her Huſband con- a 
tracted this Debt, and left Mr. Parr's Houſe « 
about three Months before ever ſhe came to - 
that Iſle, it will appear beyond all Contro- f 
verſy, that, they have not uſed her as the ; 
Laws of Heaven and Earth require a chriſtian 1 
Woman to be us'd, or in their own Manks- | 
Law Phraſe, © a Wife under Coverture and : 
& Subjeftion,” but on the reverſe, have laid Fo 
an Attachment upon her for Mr. Hing ſton's N 
particular Debt, as if ſhe was his Cow, Horſe, Ii 
or Gurney Slave. _ 

And therefore, if my having ſaid, that ſhe T 
has groaned near three Years in a bare-fac'd * 
State of Slavery in the Center of theſe three by 


Kingdoms, ſhou'd happen to have given Um- 
brage to any one, I am ſorry for it, becauſe I fo, 
can find no juſt Reaſon to retract; but rather 
ſtill, 


1 

ſtill, to inforce and add Weight to the Ex- 
preſſion, by ſhewing, that they her Fellow- 
Subjects, by this cruel Condemnation, have re- 
duc'd her from a protected Engliſwʒ Wife, to 
a worſe Degree than even our Negro Slaves 
themſelves; for, was ſhe Mr. Hing ſton's Slave 
inſtead of his Wife, ſhe might be ſold to pay 
his Debts, and thereby regain a more precious 
loſt Liberty in its own Nature than theirs, the 
which they have robbed her of, by impriſon- 
ing of her, guiltleſs, and debtleſs, in a ſtrange 
Land, to breathe over cold Charity or ſtarve 
to Death, 

In the ſummary State of her Caſe, publiſh'd 
early in the Year 1748, I have particularly ſet 
forth, that one John Clarke, for only aſſerting, 
that Engliſh-born Subjects reſiding in the 1/le 
« of Man, were Aliens, was there indicted 
for TREASON, and forfeited Body and Goods 
in the Year 1596, and that the whole Legiſ- 
lative Body attended upon the Occafion, pro- 
claiming, that if any Perſon or Per ſons ſhall 
« ſo offend for the future, they are deem'd 
* Trattors, and ſhall forfeit Body and Goods. 
Now, as there is no Medium between an A- 
lien and a Native within the (domeſtick) Do- 
minions of any Prince, therefore, ſince it is 
Treaſon to call her an Alien, ſhe muſt be 
deem'd a Native, not of, but within the Iſle; 
and agreeable to this, they made a Law ſo late 
as the Year 1736, (but, whether a wiſe, or a 
fooliſh one, is not the Point, but that Peter * 
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as well as Paul, ſhou'd have the Benefit of it,) 
which Law declares, that no landed Man or 
Native, not of, but within the Ifle, ſhall be 
impriſon'd for Debt at any rate, nor even 
held to Bail, unleſs he previouſly made one or 
other of two Attempts to go off (as formerly 
particulariz'd) ; neither of which Attempts did 
the Priſoner make, nor was 1t pretended ſhe 
did; nevertheleſs SHE is not only impriſon'd 
TREASONABLY as an Alien, but, Bail tre- 
bly ſufficient rejected, contrary to Law; yes, 
altho' ſhe had attempted to go off, which ſhe 
never did. 

And thus, under the plauſible Appearance 
of Law, they evidently act by abſolute Will, 
J had almoſt faid in ſcandalous Contempt of 
all Authorities here, as well as of their own 
Statutes ; for, by ſtripping this Native of Eng- 
land of the Protection of its Laws, immedi- 
ately under which ſhe was born and bred ; and 
by denying her alſo the Benefit of their native 
Laws and Privileges; they have not, through 
Ignorance, like the ſaid Jobn Clarke, lightly ſaid 
it, but, byatedious, ſolemn Confinement, prov'd, 
or at leaſt decreed her, an Engliſh Alien upon 
Record; and therefore I do conceive, they 
have brought down with the higheſt Aggra- 
vation, that ſevere Sentence of their own an- 
tient Law upon their own Heads, and fairly, 
I mean fouly, broke through their new one. 

I have often heard in that Iſle, what by 
Tradition is currently reported amongſt them, 


and as it comes tumbling ſo conſtantly in my 
way, 
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way, I can hardly forego the Recital of it, 
which is, that a former Governor once aſked 
a Deemſter, how the Law ſtood in a certain 
Caſe, to which the Deemſter reply d, * ſome- 
« times one Way, ſometimes another, juſt as your 
Honour pleaſe ;”” the which I am ſtrongly 
of Opinion, was a conciſe, juſt, and full Ex- 
plication of the Point of Law propounded; 
tor beſide conſtruing the late Law of 1736 to 
their own good liking as aforeſaid, it appears 
by a ſhort Review of the reſt, that in the 
Days of Queen Eligabetb, it was Death in the 
Ile of Man, even to aſſert that Engliſhmen 
were Aliens; but now, it is good Manks Law 
and Equity, to ſtrip them of both Enugliſb and 
Manks Liberties. Again, the recorded Expla- 
nation of their Laws and Cuſtoms ſays, that 
ALL Strangers ſhall only give Security not to 
depart the Iſle; but, in lieu of that Lenity, 
* This Engliſh Stranger is doubly oppreſs'd, 
firſt, becauſe the Debtor left Security for his 
Debts; Secondly, becauſe Bail was tender'd, 
that ſhe the innocent Covert ſhou'd not depart, 
conformable to what the Law requires from 
an actual, uncover'd, Contractor; at another 
Time an Action of Debt againſt a Wife was 
decreed not good in Law, tho, of her own con- 
* acting; and again, quite contrary to that, 
„ Ihe Explanation of the Explanation aforeſaid, 
at laſt ſo accurately explain'd, declares, that 
y the Wives of all Strangers OUGHT to be 
n, impriſon'd, Guilty, or not Guilty, able, or 
7 not 
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not able to pay; at leaſt they have conſtrue 
it ſo, and act accordingly. 

Now therefore, as it is not pretended that 
any of thoſe Statutes have been repealed, ti 

lain the Deemſter was deeply learned in the 
Law, becauſe this (Standard) Solution of his 
hath often ſince receiv'd new Life, been che. 
riſh'd, and adher'd to, even unto this Day, 
namely, that © their Laws are ſometimes on 
* Way, ſometimes another, juſt as their H. 
* nours pleaſe,” eſpecially for ruling the re 
of their Fellow-Subjefts; and if what I har 
already repreſented is not convincing, I wil, 
pleaſe God, e'er I finiſh, and from a yet freſh. 
er Cauſe, prove it as clear as Light from 
Darkneſs, or, beyond the very Poſſibility c 
all Diſpute. 

Howbeit, during my earneſt Application 
for Redreſs of this and other notorious Grie 
vances, I have heard it objected, that th 
ſaid Iſle is a ſeparate Government in itſelf 
that they have Power to make ſuch Laws 1 
they think proper; and that their antien 
Laws and Cuſtoms are confirm'd : This pe 
adventure is now become a Notion too gene 
ral; but be it conſider'd, that the faid % F 
Man, for HIGH TREASON, was twice for feite 3 
to the Crown of England, near two hunde 3 
Years after Magna Charta; therefore, I do n 0 
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grant them this Power over Engliſb-born Sub- 
ects, the which he never was inveſted with 
himſelf. 

But ſuppoſe ſuch unlimited Grants were 
made, and that he had Power to do it; which 
is going the utmoſt Length poſſible in their 
Favour; yet, ſtill, upon this wild Suppoſition, 
they muſt produce a Law enacted in virtue of 
that Power, or prove this Proceeding to be 
their antient Law, or Cuſtom, ſo confirm'd ; 
otherwiſe, the whole Force of that Objection 
drops dead to the Ground; and, as they can- 
not do either, I fanſy their famous So- 
lution, and the Comments thereon, may ſerve 
for its Funeral; moreover, if it is an abſolute 
independent Monarchy, and to pay no Ho- 
mage, nor Regard to the Crown of England, 


Engliſhmen Aliens? And why ſhou'd King 
Charles the Second ſummon over the whole 
Government of that Iſle, and cauſe them to 


We try'd, impriſon'd, and otherwiſe puniſh'd 


here in London, for exerciſing an Authority 
over one of their own Vaſſals, even a Mankſ- 
man, contrary to the general Laws of Eng- 
land, as he did, unleſs they were accountable 
to, and puniſhable by the Crown of England, 


Whenever they exceeded the Limits of their 


Authority ? Hence, that they are ſo accounta- 
ble, and puniſhable, and the aforeſaid Objec- 
tion, upon any other Terms, ill-grounded, 


Needs no farther Refutation ;—otherwiſe, it 


wou'd 


[ 64] 
wou'd be a wonderful Secluſion of Subjety, 
indeed. 

And therefore I ſay, chat if the Legiſlatun 
of Great Britain took a critical Review d 
their Charter, and the Act of Settlement b 
which they now exiſt as a Community, toge- 
ther with the ſundry Reſervations therein con 
tain'd, and at the ſame time as diligently fif. 
ed and examin'd, how far they extend th: 
Grants, and violate the Reſervations by theſe 
and all other their Proceedings and Practice 
within and without the faid Ifle ; upon con- 
fronting the whole, they wou'd, without n. 
courſe to ſuch ſtrain'd Interpretations upon 
the one Side, as are moſt evident on the o. 
ther, be ſoon made ſenſible, that their Exif. 
ence, as a ſeparate Government, ſtood on a pre. 
carious Foundation ; and likewiſe (for fimila 
Rea ſons) the imminent Danger they are in, d 
their Charter, or Roll, ending very much lik 
that in Ezekie's Viſion. * 

With this eſſential Difference after all ; that 
far be it from me, either to hope or aim 
at its being attended with Lamentations, 
Mourning, or Wo;-—No, not to any one d 
the whole Community, even him who offenc- 
ed me moſt; no, all theſe doleful Thing 
will be remov'd afar off, in the midſt of! 
dangerous Enemy and their Ally, both, pow: 
erful Rivals in univerſal Trade; and then, al 


Parties at home, from higheſt to the loweſt 
taſte 


* Read the very mort Cu v. ii. and the firſt nine Verſes 
CRAP. iii. otherwiſe the next Paragraph will be unintelligible 


bjech 
lature 
eW o 
nt by 
toge. 
n con. 
y fiſt. 
d the 
theſe 
\Ctices 
con- 
at re. 
upon 
the 0- 
Exiſt- 
a pre- 
rmila 
in, at 


h like 


that 
r aim 
18, 0 
one ol 
ffend- 
hing 
t of 1 
pow 
n, al 
»welt, 

taſte 


rerſes d 
ligible 


1 65 ] 


taſte abundantly and continually the Sweetneſs 
of the Roll, in a way more profitable to all, 
and exceedingly more honeft and politic than 
at preſent. Therefore, as I have drawn the 
Sword, I beg leave to fight out my whole 
Battle (and tho' I am not a commiſhon'd Pro- 
pbet, yet I am a truſty Servant to our tempo- 
ral King, and have Four Times in ſo many 


different Offices ſworn to be true and faithful . 


to him; and 1 have been among them; and 
tho' my Jace is not ſirengtben d. yet my Heart, 
I hope from commendable Zeal for his Ma- 
jeſty, and the Safety, Glory and Happineſs of 
his Kingdoms, is in ſome Degree harden'd a- 
gainſt them, but totally ſo againſt all their 
illicit Practices, and I fear them not); and as 
Combatants are ſometimes fore'd to act upon 
the Defenſive, as well as Offenſive, -I cannot 
avoid adding one thing more, elſe, I ſhall be 
charg'd with a Lie; having frequently ſtiled 
the Priſoner, the guiltleſs, the innocent Suffe- 
rer; whereas they charge her, (hop-hazard, 
or upon meer Conjecture) with being guilty 
of Combengtions and Confederacies with her 
Huſband ;-——4 ſtrange unbeard- , Crime in- 
deed, as it regarded nothing but his Safety and 
Welfare ! Vet, as far as I know her to 
be, in, their Stile, . guilty, I will faithfully de- 


Clare. 

When Mr. Hing fon diſappear'd, I aſked 
her as a Friend, who advis'd him to it? -But 
ſhe firſt and laſt affirm'd ſhe knew not; net- 


ther do I, or whether any Body did, as the 
4288 — OS 
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Lord is my Record, nor that either of them tisf 
was in the World till I firſt faw him in that +, 
Iſle: And when they had ſeiz'd his Wife (in 1 « | 
4 few Months after her Arrival) together with 4s 
every individual Thing in her Lodgings, and « ( 
had read to her one of the ſeven Attachments MW cor! 
then already iſſu d againſt her, and the reſt of W the) 
the Goods, ſhe diſavow'd that filly, as well as thei 
ſurmis'd Charge of Confederacy, or any thing MW brez 
elſe diſhonourable, telling them, whatever was her 
Truth ſhe wou'd not deny; then frankly own d, W fore 
that her Huſband had expreſs'd himſelf to her W Thi: 
in theſe Words, via. Molly, they are play- to ce 
« ing the Devil with me in this Iſland, and 1 ¶ new 
te am reſoly'd to leave them, and will go to my W Rece 
« Friend Mr. Cooke's, where I ſhall be welcome ¶ knoy 
ce fora time at free Coſt ; and I will remit the 
« Money as faſt as I can [which he did] and 
& leave you here to ſee my Deeds releaſed, and 
* to bring them home in Safety; to this ſhe 
added her ſtrongeſt Aſſurances that they had 
no diſhoneſt Intent ; and, as thoſe Deeds in 
their own Hands were the Foundation of his 
All, that he wou'd not leave them behind him 
(otherwiſe than for their Security and under her 

Care) for double the Money due, &c. &c. 
Now, what is here remarkable, is, that 2 
mong other things, they ſeiz'd his Wife and 
a very ſmall Box belonging to her ; and ſeveral 
of his Creditors being preſent, they inſiſted to 
ſee what the Box contain'd, and found there- 
in her Trinkets, and his Papers, among which 


were the Creditors' own Accounts, Receipts 
| and 


4 


and the Bond of 100 /. aforeſaid. Having ſa- 
tified their Curioſity, the Officer, Captain 
Murray, prudently ſaid, Madam, do you 
« Jock your Box and keep the Key for your 
« Satisfaction, and I will ſeal the Side and 
© Cover together for mine; which was ac- 
cordingly done; and yet after all, they, when 
they had tranſmitted her to Jail, took it in 
their Heads without further Authority, to 
break open both the Seals and the Lock of 
her ſaid Box, altho' they had rummag'd it be- 
fore; neither did they make any Secret of it. 
This Violence committed, when no one was 
to controul or contradict them, whether they 
new modell'd their Accounts, deſtroy'd their 
Receipts, or, cancell'd the 100/, Bond, I 
know not, but certain it is, they, by a lawleſs 
Act, put it in their Power ſo to do. abt 
Upon which I went to ſaid Murray, (a 
Gentleman of Scotland) told him as above, and 
that he well knew it was Felony in the reſt of 
the King's Dominions, to break open Locks, 
and take Things out ; that if it was chink-full 
of Gold or rich Diamonds, they had it ſecure- 
ly lock'd up in their own Poſſeſſion, and 
ought at leaſt (if no evil Intent) to have wait- 
cd till the Sitting of the Court, which then 
was to be in a Day or two after ; to all which 
Mr. Murray reply d, © that whatever they did, 
* they would juſtify ;” and that of late they do, 

and at this rate will (among themſelves) juſti 
every baſe Impoſition upon the reſt of their 
Fellow-Subjects, is too true; and well I = 
| L 2 add, 
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add, why not, becauſe the ſame, late, fen 
ty-four Keys, whoſe Names are inſerted, gave 
in alſo for Anſwer, that there was ho Law in 
the e of Man to puniſh TREASON againſt 
his MAJESTY ; which Declaration I believe 
to be true, becauſe, the People of that Iſle 
tranſacted free and unconcernedly in the Year 
1746, Affairs much of the fame Nature of 
thoſe, for which at the ſame time, the People 
of England and of Scotland, were ſtringing up 
at Tyburn by Dozens. | 
From what is ſet forth, 'tis plain they have 
accus'd the Priſoner, without either Know- 
ledge of their own, or any Information againſt 
her; and that afterward, the Court con- 
demn'd her to Captivity, without the leaft 
Evidence to ſupport that, (ſelf-empty) Accu- 
fation; and thus, where no Examinations are 
lodg'd, nor yet upon Trial, any Proof againſt, 
an Acquital conſtantly enſues, to all Perſons, 
in all Cauſes, and among all (other) chriſtian 
People ; nay I may venture, to add Barbarians 
and Savages; but if not, I leave them and 
theſe, in this Confederacy, or at leaſt to pa- 
tronize each other, * 
Now 


As I have ſhewn myſelf to be an Advocate and a Stickler 
for the fair Sex in general, ſo, I have been labouring incel- 
ſantly above Three Years, to bring on the Carpet, this audaci- 
ous Attack on their deareſt Privilege, this A/7:can Slavery im- 
pos'd upon them, by the Ba/bazws in the e of Man, with In. 
tent to have the Offenders chaſtis'd for the Evil, that a generl 

Good might ſpring up therefrom. And, as at this Period | 
cannot afirm that Cognizance will be taken of it, I ſhall onh 
ſay, that I wou'd, were 1 a Lady of Fortune and Influence, 
rouze up 8 laudable Spirit of Reſentment among my Se x, make 
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Now fince that petty, internal Government; 
are become fo arbitrary as to'puriiſh their ſur- 
rounding Neighbours at Will, I am driven to 
conteſt the Self- ſufficienty, of this falſe, and 
ridiculous Accuſation, their Decrees thereon, 
and all ſuch Dectees, as the Proceedings of a 
Chriſtian Court; the which I do diſpute, by 
ſtarting this Query for their Solution, vis, 
« Whether, ſhe the ſaid Captive at her Mar- 
t klage, was not, by Inſtitution of the Al. 
« mighty, united in ſuch a Cloſe Combination 
* and Confederacy to and with her faid Huſ- 
« band, as leaves it not in their Power at this 
« Day, to conſtitute her a new Confederate to 
him?“ — Upon quite vppofite and con 
Conditions, that is, making it Criminal in her, 
to ſubmit to her Huſband, or keep his Secret, 
in a Caſe which alone regarded his Well-being. 
free om Fraud or fraudulefit Intent. 

But 4s I know by Exptfience, chat Hints 
of any Protection to her from on High are 
Matters of Laughter to them, I, therefote (to 


a Point of it, and bring them at leaſt to a ſevere Trial at Law, 
to know whether ſo vile, ſo deteſtable a Practice, ſhall take 
Root in Bir! Dominions br not. Ard leſt all at Hiſt Than 
die away in Silence, I will now to amuſe the Grave of both 
Sexes, and for my own Satisfaction, endeavour to ptove this 
Practice inconſiſtert with the Liw'of God : Not, to 2 up Men 
to act more rigorouſly, hut to prevent the tender Sex from be- 
ing ſtripp'd of the Immunities they juſtly enjoy ; and while Men 
read their own Authority, I hope they will _ reffett on 
the reciprocal Duties incumbent on them, wiz. that the fair 
Sex are to be tenderly uſed, and cheriſh'd even as Men would 
their own Fleſh. Now, whoever is of Opinion that Authori- 
ties out of Holy Writ, are no way ent to the Priſoner's 
efence, is requeſted to turn over three Leaves, paffing it by, 
the ſame as if not incerted, and beginning at the in Page 7. 
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avoid chagrining of em too much) will give 


them an Opportunity of rene wing their Mirth 0 
by Laughing at it again in Print, in Unity c 
with all thoſe who impiouſly deride Things f. 
ſacred; and then leave them to ſhew how 9 
they can juſtify her Puniſhment, as there is 7 
no Foundation for it under Heaven but be- Ct 
cauſe ſhe is Mr. Hingſton's Wife, for if the tl 


was not his Wife, they had no more to ſay to 

her (after the offer d Payment of her own Ex- 
pence) than to an Infant of California. Pl 

In the mean time, her Caſe, and their | 

Charge againſt her, apparently ſtand thus 

« ſhe. being a Wife, did firſt make a ſolemn 

* Vom in be Preſence of God, to ſerve, bo- 

« nour, and obey ber Huſband ;”” but truly 

her Crime is, becauſe ſhe did not break that 
facred Oath, turn Traitor to him, and cauſe 

him to be caſt into Priſon ; * for J do affirm, 
that nought elſe, but Combination and Confede- 

| racy is charg'd in the ſeveral Actions, nor one 
{  tittle but that, and that unprov'd to this Day, 
| was even infinuated to the Court againſt her; 
and therefore, e'er they diſpute her State of 
Obedience, together with the Authority for 

it; I would recommend them to read mo/? ſe- 
rioufly, in Gen. chap. iii. the Sentence pro- 
nounc'd upon their firſt Parents, when by 
their Tranſgreſſion their Nakedneſs was diſ- 


cover'd; and they will find that the Lord 
| God 


Query, Whether her Impriſonment for that Reaſon, i. e. 
for not afting againſt her Conſcience, equals not the Inquiſition 
Abroad juſt mention'd? = | 


714 


God diſſolved TER firſt Settlement, and 


curs'd the Workmanſhip of his own Hands, 
for THEIR Violation of his Law, (a Precedent 
of the higheſt Authority, as well as of the grea- 


teſt Antiquity ;) and among other high De- 


crees, ſo feelingly in force.at this Day, that 
the Lord God ſaid unto the Woman—< and 
« thy Huſband ſhall rule over thee.” - wn 
This being the Caſe, they have firſt—b/af- 
phem'd the Word of the Lord in Heaven, by 
reverſing his ſupreme Sentence, and fixing 
Wives in the Degree of Confederates u 
Equality with their Huſbands ; — and then 
broke through the Law of their King upon 
Earth, by inſlaving this Wife as ſuch a Con- 
federate, without proving, or even deſiring to 
prove the unpuniſhable Fact upon her; 05, 
wretched, miſerable, State of a Britiſh Wife ! 
But to come nearer our own Times; the 
Almighty's ſupreme Decree aforeſaid, was re- 
newed and reconfirm'd above four thouſand 
Years after; and, as they are Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, I hope what follows will like- 
wiſe merit their ſerious Conſideration, Here 
I paſs over many Authorities to my Purpoſe, 
and content myſelf with theſe few, to wit, 
Col. iii. 18. Wives, ſubmit yourſelves unto 
« your own Huſbands, as it is fit in the Lord; 
But theſe modern Manks Rulers Decrees; 
and this Wife's Chaſtiſement thereon, ſigni- 
fies it a Thing unfit to be obſerv'd. 
Titus ii. 4, 5. Teaching young Women to 
« be obedient to their own Huſbands, that the 
. Ward 
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* Ward of N 

* ard, G e not Oh heme a dre: - | 
Ful Exprefion; neyertheleſs, they have N c 
Biſh'd this Woman, becauſe ſhe paid him that t 


v. 28. © Wives, ſubmit yourſelves un- 1 
* 70 your c Huſbands, as unto the Lord; — L 
What kind of a Chriſtian Court muſt that 10 
de, which inſlaves a Wife for ſo ſubmitting ? n 


Verſe xxiii. For the Huſband is the Head is 

* of the Wife, cuen as Grif is the Head f | n 

ke (lurch; —;here, they muſt either deny un 
that Supremacy, or confeſs their Condemna- = 

Bon unchriſtian, for ſcourging HER, the help- ſa 

leis Innocent, for us, the Ruler's Guilt. L: 

And Ver. xxiv. * Therefore as the Ghurh * 

« ig fubject unto. Chriſt, ſo let the Wives be to th 

& their nun Huſbands in every Thing; — ret 


and yet, notwithſtanding all theſe peremptor: ant 
Commands, they, ,as > Chriſtian 8 W 
| demned and cruelly. puniſh'd her, as a chtiſti- tia] 
| an Wife; why? . Becauſe ſhe ſo ſubjected her- G0 
| -Felf, in. Obedience to the Will of Heaven; “ not 
and thus do they, as it were, magnify them- or 
ſelves even againſt the Lord of Heaven, in 1 
Deriſion of her Protection from on. hjgh. hel 


This, however ſevere, they muſt either ac- Boc 
quieſce in; or elſe ſhew how it can be re- ſes 
concil'd to the immutable Juſtice of God, x 
firſt, to grant all the Authority. to one half of and 


the gl 

e 7 

If ſhe-bad turn'd a rebellious Traitor to her Huſband, they, 44 þ, 

infaſtibly, wou'd not have condemn'd her and therefore, as 

Meidid not, but paid him the Obedience commanded, this, gon- Or n 
{quently,: is the Cauſe of her Puniſhment, 


r * 
the World, and then puniſh the reſt, for that 

which they have no Power left in them either 
to prevent, remedy or. redreſs; and it being, 
I preſume, upon this Divine Law, that the 
Law of this Realm is founded ; and from the 
Law of this Realm, theirs is deriv'd, or hath 
its Sanction ; they are therefore ſecondly to 
ſhew, where, or how, the diſpenſing Power 
is in them; explaining alſo, this Impriſon- 
ment into Juſtice— Juſtice legally executed 
under both ſupreme Heads, upon the Body 
of an Engliſb-born Wife; and how at the 
fame Time it comes to paſs, that by the ſame 
Laws of Heaven and Earth, or any Law, @ 
Mankſland Wife cannot poſſibly be moleſted ; 
theſe, are two material Points added to the 
reſt; all which (in a Chriſtian Kingdom, — 
and where we boaſt ſa much of that darling 
Word Liberty) are, for a Diverſity of eſſen- 
tial Reafons, incumbent upon that inferior 
Government to clear up; which, if they can- 
not, muſt lie unperform'd to their Confuſion, 


or if dormant, perhaps to a worſe, 


Finally, in ſolving theſe latter Queries, to 
help them on a little, I refer them back to the 


Book of Numbers, where they will find, Mo- 


ſes began the 3oth Chapter, ſaying, 1616 zs 


* the Thing which the Lord hath commanded ;” 
and he ends it in affirming as followeth : 
* theſe (ſays he) are the Statutes which the 
* Lord commanded Moſes between a Man and 
« bis Wife,” that if a Wife ſwears an Oath, 
or makes a Vow unto the Lord, ſo as to bind 


M her 
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ber SOUL with a Bond, if her Huſband dif. 
allow her on the Day that he heard it, then 
he ſhall make her Vow which ſhe vowed, 
and the Bond wherewith ſhe bound her Sour, 
of none effect; and then to reconfirm it, he 
adds with yet greater Energy or Force of Ex- 
preſſion, vi. but if her Huſband bath ut- 
te terly made them void on the Day he heard 
« them, then, whatſoever. proceeded out of her 
Lips, concerning ber Vows, or concerning 
« the Bond of her Sour, ſhall not fland ; her 
« Huſband hath made them void, and the Lord 
« ſhall forgive her ;” again, © and the Lord 

e ſhall forgive her; from whence, to the 
| ſtrongeſt and cleareſt Demonſtration it appears, 
that, the aforeſaid petty Government moſt pre- 
ſumptuouſly arrogate to themſelves, a more 
abſolute Authority over the Bopits of Bri- 
tiſh Wives, than even God Almighty hath 
reſerv'd to himſelf over their 1MMoRTAL 
SOULS, * 
| Upon 


* Left it may be imagin'd, I level chiefly at His Grace the 
Duke of tho! Lord of that Iſle, I cannot proceed and ſet my 
Mind to reſt without declaring (free from either Fear or Adula- 
tion) that ſuch 1s not the Caf ; I have as high Honour for His 

. Lordihip, as any Independant can poſſibly have: And Juſtice 
and Truth call equally upon me to —— his Grace's 
Conduct upon my firſt Application to him: It happen'd, that 
he, that very Evening had ſet out for Scotland, whereupon I 
made an extraordinary Puſh, and at Eleven at Night when his 
Grace was juſt prepar'd for Bed (five Miles beyond Hatfield) | 
ſent in the Priſoner's Petition, which he read, and deſir'd me in; 
and altho' he intended to ſet out at Four in the Morning, which 
he preciſely did, nevertheleſs His Grace ſat up till one, uſing 
me with that Condeſcenſion and Complaiſance, as at ſuch a 
Time furpris'd me, patiently hearing me out, and * 

cloſely 
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Upon the whole, as to what I have ad- 


vanc d touching Divinity or Points of Law, I 
ſubmit to thoſe learn'd therein; but as to Mat- 
ters repreſented as Facts within my own 
Knowledge, I yield up to no Man; nay, the 
moſt effential Points of all, carry their Evi- 

M 2 dence 


cloſely into the Caſe : At length he called for Pen Ink and Pa- 


per, deſiring me to write Duplicates of his Agent's Name and 


mine, with our reſpective Places of Abode; which done, he 
faid, * Do you keep one, I will keep the other, and ſend it to 
« my Agent, that you may know where to find each other, and 
« I will make Enquiry into theſe Proceedings, &c. &c.” 

Having waited above three Months, I ſent a Remonſtrance 
to His Grace to Scotland, and at his Return to London, I wait- 
ed upon him ; when, among other Particulars, he mildly ex- 
preſs d theſe Words, wiz. © I cannot tell æubat you awou'd have 
ne do, unleſs you wou'd have me give up my Privilege or 
« pay HER Debts:” Which laſt Expreſſion, His Lordſhip as a 
Briton could not have uſed, had it not been coin'd and tranſmit- 
ted to him by his Officers in the Iſle, who well knew that no 
Debt either was or cou'd be due by her. How His Grace 
himſelf hath been and ſuffered others to be impos'd on in dan- 
gerous Points, I muſt leave to higher Powers and His Lordſhip 
to determine as unto them ſhall ſeem meet. 

Concerning his Gentry in the ſaid e of Man, I have no Ob- 
jection to them in their private Capacities, on the reverſe, I 
wou'd go great Lengths to ſerve many of 'em : But as a Legi- 
{ative Bo y and Government, I quarrel with them, I appre- 
hend, upon a juſt Foundation, which, ſhould any one w_ I 
kave other weighty Matters beſide the Oppreſſions herein ſet 
forth, which I am certain wou'd expel all ſuch Doubts ; nay 
even the Lord of the Ifle himſelf, is, and hath been to their 
Face made a Party againſt them as appears in Mrs. Hing fton's 
Pleadings, Page 13. of this Pamphlet. 

If I can be inſtrumental in preventing . baſe Infractions 
on the Privilege of the fair Sex ;—in doing a great and public 
Good ;—in augmenting and ſecuring the Benefits of the — 
of that Iſle to themſelves and the Lord thereof. by transform- 


ing the preſent Means or Foundation, from precarious and auic- . 


ted, to permanent and wprizht ;—T think I am labouring at that 
which is Juſt in the Sight of God, and commendably ſo among 
all good Men: Upon this Principle I act, and theſe are the 
Motives which excite me ſo warmly and ſteadily to it. 
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dence in themſelves from under their own 
Hands: And at preſent, to me it appears they 
will not be able to warrant this Conduct nei- 
ther by the Laws of God, of Britain, nor of 
Man; if ſo, this, invincibly is a falſe Impri- 
ſonment, and if a falſe Impriſonment, they 
have illegally done her an Injury beyond the 
Poſſibility of Redreſs; becauſe, for want of 
the uſual Neceſſaries of Life, lockt up in an 
old Caſtle, confin'd to unuſual Damps and 
Cold, it brought on her rheumatick Pains, 
Phthifick, &c. throwing her into a violent 
Illneſs which very nearly had coſt her her 
Life, being reduc'd to Death's Door and pub- 
lickly pray'd for : Yet ail this had no Effect on 
her Judges, ſhe was ſtill cloſely confin'd let 
the Iflue prove as it would—tho', to no Pur— 
poſe but their Pleaſure. 

Hence, ſhe probably is made miſerable all 
the Days of her Life: If bereft of Health, 
the whole World, much lets they, cannot make 
her full Recompence; nevertheleſs, if in his 
Majeſty's Dominions her Captivity is legal, 
neither ſhe, her Friends, nor Fellow-Subjects 
have Cauſe of Complaint ; but contrariwiſe, 
if it proves to be a cruel and barbarous Op- 

reſſion, tyrannically impos'd upon her, it is 
humbly hoped, that thoſe who are the Guar- 
dians of her Liberty will prevent all ſuch 
Grievances for the future, and cauſe ſuch Re- 
aration to be made her, as only can, for an 
irreparable Injury done.. And to fill up the 


Meaſure of her Adverſity, her Huſband, * 
| ſe 
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ſelf, and their Son, have, by means of this 
Confinement, critically loſt a Family Eſtate of 
about 1201. yearly for ever, at leaſt the Re- 
verſion of it after the Death of a Widow ad- 
vanc'd in Years, beſide a large Legacy in rea- 
dy Caſh ; which, from other Information be- 
fide theirs, I am ſatisfied they will find but 
little Difficulty in proving :—Courteous Rea- 
der, whoever thou art, that ſays, what fluff ts 
this, think ſeriouſly I beſeech thee; if the 
whole was your own exact Caſe, you would 
not judge lightly but grievouſly of it, and be 
anxious to have it added to all the reſt of your 
bitter Sufferance, when laid before thoſe from 
whom you reaſonably hoped for Relief. 

Soon after the ſeven laſt Decrees were iſſu- 
cd, and at the Approach of Winter, when 
nothing but a Scene of Miſery lay before her, 
Stone- Walls, Cold, Hunger, bodily Health 
declining, and her Mind overwhelm'd with 
Grict ; her Lawyer deeply affected thereby, 
drew up another long Petition to the Govern- 
ment there, truly repreſenting all her Calami- 
ties, her Innocence and Inability in a ſtrong 
Light, of which, I ſhall only extract a ſmall 
Part, to wit: © That ſhe is fo far from being 
* able to give in Security or pay her Huſ- 
* band's Debts purſuant to Sentence, tha 
* the, long ſince, muſt have inevitably pe- 
c riſh'd for Want, had not ſome charitable 
« Perſons in Town commiſerated her melan- 
* choly and diſtreſſed Condition, and hither- 
* to ſupplied her with the Neceſſaries of Lite, 


paying 


[ 78 ] 


& paying even for the Bed whereon ſhe lay; 
« and this, beyond what they could afford, 
* or had Power to continue any longer, &c, 
* Se. So that ſhe mult neceflarily ſtarve un- 
* leſs your Honour intervene with your dif- 
* cretionary Power; otherwiſe, ſhe is doom'd 
* not only to Impriſonment, but in effect to 
e the worſt of Deaths, vig. to periſh for 
ce want of the common Support and Conve- 
© niencies of Life, and that, not for her own, 
* but the Extravagance of others, &@c. Sc. 
Then follows, this remarkable Precedent, 
quoted to draw down a Compliance to this 
Petition if poſſible: In this diſtreſſed Con- 
* dition ſhe humbly implores your Honour's 
Relief, and begs leave to repreſent to your 
Honour, the diſcretionary Power the late 
© Governor Murray was pleas'd to uſe, in a 
© Caſe not by many Degrees as deplorable as 
* your Petitioner's, who informed Mr. John 
* Kelly of Peeltown Merchant, upon the Trial 
, an Action which he had againſt two 
« Debtors Natives of Scotland for Debts con- 
* tracted by them in the Iſle; that as the 
<. ſaid Perſons had nothing to ſupport them, if 
* he the ſaid Mr. Kelly wou'd not maintain both, 
* that he wou'd inſtantly diſcharge them.” 
Then follows the Prayer, viz. © And as your 
« Petitioner is deſtitute of all other Relief, 
„ the humbly hopes that your Honour will 
© be graciouſly pleas'd to grant her the Bene- 
e fit of that moderating Power, according to, 
e Fe. &c.” But this Petition, like the reſt, 


was 
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was flatly rejected; and ſo ended all Applica- 
tion to the Government in the /e Man, ei- 
ther for Redreſs or Relief. | | 

I have here a fair Opportunity of making 
ſome ſevere though juſt Reflections; but 
conſidering their particular Tendency I de- 
cline it, and ſhall only aſk a familiar Queſ- 
tion or two, vis, That if the moderating 
Power juſt mention'd, was lawful in the late 
Governor Murray's Time, why is it not law- 
ful in the preſent Time? Or, if it is an abſo- 


| lute Power in the Governor, why was that 


Compaſſion ſhewn to MEN, ſo early as as 
trying the Action, who, were themſelves the 
Contractors and Debtors, probably with Mo- 
ney in their Pockets; and denied to a diſtreſ- 
ſed Wife, who neither contracted nor cou'd 
pay any Debt, and in Goal, half-/tarv'd, on 
Charity? And they will alſo be pleas'd to ex- 
plain, why it was then, both lawful and rea- 
ſonable that one Perſon ſhould be compell'd 
to maintain Two Men from the firſt Hour, 
or ſee them inſtantly diſcharg'd, tho' legal 
Priſoners and real Debtors : And now unlaw- 
ful and unreaſonable at the End of fix Months 
Confinement, that EIGHT, or at leaſt six reſ- 
ponſible Perſons ſhou'd ſupport only ons indi- 
gent Woman under Coverture who owed no 
Debt, and by their native Law, not liable to 
it if ſhe did, and ſtill impriſon'd? Theſe, 
with the reſt, make up a Scene of dark Deeds 
for their Illuſtration. 
To this admirable Caſe of Mrs. Hingſton's, 
I thought to have ſubjoin'd the more extraor- 
| . dinary 
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dinary Caſe of Fane the Wife of Artbur Low. 
ther Eſq; of Ireland; but ſhall only inſert x 
Part of it, which I muſt do to fulfil a Pro- 
miſe yet unperform'd. The People of the 
Ne of Man, invented or harbour'd an idle 
Imagination that Mrs. Hing//on had entered 
into a new-found Confederacy with her Huſ. 
band, which is all the frothy unknown Crime 
charg'd upon her; but they cou'd have no 
ſuch Pretence againſt this other, becauſe, Capt, 
Lowther frequently went to Ireland, not as a 
Smuggler, that he ſcorn'd, but to ſee his 
Friends and account with his Tenants, Ce. wh 
and when he laſt went thither, he had the jed 
Governor's Paſs, the free Conſent of his Cre- me 
ditors ; every one knew, two Months before, onl 
of ſuch his Intention, and agreeable thereto the 
he -openly and legally embarked: In ſome on, 
Time after his Arrival in Ireland, he wal © £ 
ſeiz d with a tedious Fit of Sickneſs, inſomuch 
that he could not adjuſt his Affairs, and re- 
turn when expected ; upon which, they caſt 
His Lady alſo into Priſon along with the other, 
altho' HER Huſband went by the Approba- 
tion of all, was a ſettled Inhabitant, had a 
Houſe and large Family, Dwellers in the ca- 
— Town near ten Years, in great Eſteem. 

very body there, finding Mrs. Hing ſlon was 
made a Principal in her Huſband's Debt; 
John Quilhn of the ſame Town to whom 100 
155, was due, defired Mrs. Lowther to give 
him Security, thinking her qualified to do i 
from the Precedent before them ; which * 3 721 
BAN readily 
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readily did, by aſſigning over to him ſome 
houſhold Goods above ſeven Weeks before 
any Diſturbance had been given to her : And 
I have now before me, an atteſted Co 
of the Proceedings againſt the ſaid Fane 
Lowther, ſetting forth, that Rob. Quayle and 
Nich. Bridſon, had laid Attachments upon 
her and all the reft of her Huſband's Ef- 
fects, together with thoſe aſſign'd to Qyillin : 
Whereupon, ſaid Quillin petition'd their Go- 
vernment to ſecure him his Property, and the 
Cauſe was ſoon brought to a Trial; upon 
which, the oppoſite Party made ſeveral Ob- 
jections as to the Legality of Quillin's Aſſign- 
ment and Property in ſaid Effects; but I ſhall 
cnly inſert the laſt Objection tranſcribed by 
the Court, together with their Decree there- 
on, which run in theſe Words following 
* And it being alſo objected by the Creditors 
4 (Rob. Quayle and Nich. Bridſon) that ſhe the 
« faid Jane, could not make any Deed of 
“Transfer or Aſſignment of the ſaid Effects, 
* under Covert of ber Huſband, as ſhe appears 
to have done in this Cauſe by her Deed 
© of the 8th April laſt paſt; and that in re- 
« ſpet# of ſuch DisaB1LIiTY, the Deed as to 
* them Is UTTERLY voiD: Which Objection 
© the Court HOLDING TO BE GooD, therefore 
* this Petition is ordered to be diſmiſſed, and 
* the ſame is hereby diſmiſſed accordingly.” 
* P. Lindeſay,” 
Exa. per me, 
Jobn Quayle, Comp. & Cler. Rotul, 


N In 


— 3 


2 * — * We PE. aw" . 4 * — ' 
mo ommooEep — ry uo _ewr___u_r_r__C — — wr rm mor le rw rm er Tug e...... oo. ewe. 


4 | 


f 82] | 


In the beginning of this Proceeding, it ap- 
—— that Mrs. Lowther was committed to 
riſon for her Huſband's Debts; and at the 


end of it (in the ſame Sheet of Paper) we find, 


' that the Court have taken away thoſe Goods 
from Nuillin, and have given them to the other 
Creditors, by decreeing that ſhe was difqua- 


lified to tranfer them, as being a Woman under 
Covert of her Huſband; and yet, wondertul & 


is, that decreed Coverture, cou'd not fave her 


from THEIR more than royal Will. 

And to ſhew what Lengths they run, I beg 
a ſhort Remark concerning Mr. Quillin and 
Mrs. Lowther, for now, they the ſaid Go- 
vernment, if they wou'd, cannot ſtir an Inch 
neither backward nor forward in Relation to 
them, except in a deſpotic Way; becauſe, 
Actions being granted to Quayle and Bridſen 
againſt Mrs. Lowther, it will, beyond all diſ- 
pute, be Arbitrary in them refuſe granting 


an Action againſt her to Quillin as well as to 


his Neighbours and Fellow-Subjects. And 
n the other Hand, it will be ridiculouſly 
Arbitrary in them,—o grant him an Action a- 
gainſt her, for that very Debt which ſhe al- 
ready had ſecur d him in, and which Security 
they took from him by decreeing MER, 4s 4 
Wite, diſqualified by Law to give it. 
Here therefore, their antient Law, which an- 
nihilates their modern Opinion as aforeſaid, 1s 
brought down in full Force and Virtue to their 
own Times, and laid at their own Doors ; for 
now, it is manifeſt, that by theie faid antient 
Statute, they themſelves have decreed Mrs. 
7 77 Lewther, 
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Lowther, © a Wife, or Waman' under Covert,” to 
be as no body in Law, and if the is as no body 
by their Law, their Law cannot poſſibly take 
hold of her; evident therefore it is that the 
Loſs of her Liberty centers in abſolute Power, 

Another arbitrary Step 1s, they pay no Regard 
to the pretended Law by which they now im- 
priſon all Wives except Natives, farther than it 
{quares with their good liking ; otherwiſe, 
they would have ſuffered her Payment to 
ſtand good, as it ought ſince they have made 
her a Principal in her Huſband's Debts : But 
to their indelible Shame and Reproach be it 
ſpoken, that the Day and Hour in which they 
had her a Priſoner under their own Actions of 
Arreſt—— as being the Debior's Wife ! They, 
in that very ſame Hour made null and void 
the honeſt Payment which ſhe did make, by 
decreeing her diſqualified to make it ; why ?— 
Becauſe fhe is bis Wife | This, in a figura- 
tive Senſe, what leſs is it, than if a Man 
ſhou'd bind his Beaſt faſt to a Stake, and 
then whip him ſeverely becauſe he went not 
or ward! Such is the Uſage of Mrs. Low- 
ther a Proteſtant of Ireland, brimful of zealous 
Loyalty; who chiefly ſupported Mrs. Hing- 
ſton till ſhe was caſt into Priſon herſelf : From 
this unexampled Arrogance, tis plain, the ſaid, 
delegated little Government, act with an Au- 
thority more like that of GRAND SEIGNIORS 
than Britiſh Subjects, and that theſe Women 
are real Captives in an abje& State of Slavery 
under the one, as truly as ever Engl; _ 
were inſlav d under the other. 
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But why am I aſtoniſly'd at all theſe things? 


' Becauſe, in another Oppreſſion complain'd of 
and fet forth in Mrs. Hing/ton's Caſe formerly 
-publiſh'd, are theſe Words (and the Conclu- 


ſion then drawn from them is moſt truly come 
to paſs) ua. And alſo that ſhe (zhe ſaid 
* Mrs. Hingſton) another of his Majeſty's 
© moſt immediate Subjects, hath now loſt 
* her Liberty by a prepoſterous Impriſonment 
«© vi & armis, unguilty and without Law, 
* and that public Complaints of theſe Op- 
* preſſions are made to the ſupreme Autho. 
„ rity; ſhould it nevertheleſs be paſs'd over 
*© in Silence with Impunity, it will leave a 
Door open whereby Numbers of theſe three 
„ Kingdoms will be expos'd to future Oppreſ- 
© fions without Relief; not only in this Form, 
but encouraged from hence they will pro- 
„ bably lay a heavier Yoke upon them, as 
being independent of, and unaccountable 
* to any Superior ; and will naturally conſtrue 
« ſuch Silence on this extraordinary Occa- 


ms ſion, as a full Permiſſion to act in every 


* Shape agreeable to their own Will armed 
« with deſpotic Power.“ 

And that they have fince ated as if they 
were ſo armed, their Treatment of Mrs. Low: 
ther, hath, I conceive, ſufficiently teſtified : 
Yet, ftill, by juſt confronting the whole, theſe 
flagrant Oppreflions will appear in a more 


blazing Light if poſſible ; to which End, be it 
conſider d, that Mrs. Hing ſton of England, and 
Mrs. Lawther of Ireland, are both Wives up- 
on the ſelf· ſame Conditions, the one, 
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ed with no mote Power or Ability than: the 
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other, both under the Protection of the ſame 
general Laws and of the ſame King: And 
yet they have been caſt into Priſon by the 
Subjects of their Fellow-Subje&, and held 
there under oppoſite Reſtraints and Compul- 
ſions, gazing one upon the other with juſt A- 
mazement. Now to illuſtrate this Point, I 
muſt tranſcribe the Decrees which condemn'd 


them to that Impriſonment, leaving theſe un- 


parallel'd Decrees, that againſt Mrs. Lowther to 
contradict itſelf, as aforeſaid ; and both ſtaring 

each other in the Face for ever, as followeth, 
Firſt, in reference to Mrs. Lowther, and 
her Aſſignment to Quz/{zn, it is to be obſerv'd, 
that the Court have taken no Notice at all of 
the firſt Objections, but have grounded their 
Sentence againſt her Authority and his Secu- 
rity, wholly upon the laſt, which laſt I there- 
fore have inſerted, and here follows briefly its 
Subſtance and the Decree thereon : The ſaid 
Rob. Quayle and Nich. Bridſon have made it 
their laſt Objection, that Mrs. Lowther: could 
not make any Deed of Transfer under Cyuert 
of her Huſband ; adding theſe emphatical Ex. 
preſſions, vis. © and that in reſpet# of ſuch 
% DisABILITY, ber Deed is UTTERLY 
© Voip,” and this we find confirm d in theſe 
Words; © which OBJECTION the Court HOL p- 
ING To BE Gon, therefore this Petition is or- 
dered to be diſmiſſed :” Than which, no ſtronger 
Proof can be produc'd, to make it undeniably 
clear and evident, that they have decreed Mrs, 
Lowther diſqualified by Law to give in Secu- 
+ rity 
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rity to pay ber Huſband's Debes; —as being a 
Moman under Coverture : And again, in point- 
blank Oppoſition thereto, they the ſame Court 
and identical Perſons, bolding the above Objec- 
ion NOT TO BE GooD, have decreed againſt 
Mrs. Hing ſton the other Captive—and Woman 
under Covert of her Huſband ; * That sn re- 
* main à Priſoner, until sun gives in Goop 
AND SUFFICIENT SECURITY % pay ber Hu- 
band's Debts] Attentive Reader, have you it 
not here in one View, and is npt this mani- 
feſtly decreeing? That ſhe, as a Wife, muſt 
do that, which they have decreed, that ſbe as 
a Wife, is unable and diſqualified by Law to 
perform: Yet, truly, you ſee, that by their 
ſame Sentence er wege _ oa caring 
-muſt perform it under the Penalty of per 
tual 1 _ 
And therefore, when all theſe their Pro- 
ceedings are duly, as well as maturely conſi- 
dered, if it appears not even to Demonſtra- 
tion, that they the ſaid Government tyrannize 
at Will over the Natives of Great Britain and 
Ireland, as if really armed with deſpotic Pow- 
er; and that their (Manuſcript) Laws © are 
* ſometimes one Way ſometimes another, juſt. as 
* their Honours pleaſe,” I ſhall not for the fu- 
ture know how to believe, that the Wind 
blows ſometimes Eaſt, and ſometimes Weſt, 
nor any other Evidence of my Senſes, 
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